

I Cj underlines anti-occupation unity 

GENEVA Ahranan tkhtsdefegate wbovfflted the West Bank and 

Gaza Stop saw Wednesday dd and young Palestinians were united in flic 
fight to end Israeli occnpaaoa of the territories. Nall MadDennott, 
sraetaraeoeral of the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), told 
die United Nations CouunissfcHi on Human Rights; “The peoples of rtww. 
temtoms are now united in their spirit of rcgistaiice to the occupation. 
Men and women of all ages havejoined in supporting die uprising, and are 
included among its victims.” MacDermott said that during his visit last 
month he had interviewed victims of beatings by Israeli soldiers and had 
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had hantK broken with rifle butts to prevent them from throwing 
stones at the troops. MacDermott is an observer delegate at the annum 
session in Geneva of the 43-nation UNCHR which opened Monday. The 
commission is discussing hnnwin righ t s violations in the occupied 
territories as a priority item in a six-week meet in g to review h n n *" rights 
problems around the world. 
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Qadhafi due in T unis today 




TUNIS (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi is expected to make an 
official visit to Tunis Thursday, five weeks after tbe two Arab stales 
reestablished diplomatic ties following a rupture of two yean. The 
Tunisian daily La Presse said Qadhafi and President Zinc A1 Abidine I bn 
Ali would meet for two days. Talks were expected to include the 
three-nation treaty of “friendship and cooperation.” The government of 
former President Habib Bourguiba broke relations with Libya about two 

S ago following the expulsion of more than 32,000 Tunisian workers 
Libya. Relations were resumed Dec. 28. Ibn Ali took power in a 
bloodless palace coup Nov. 7, declaring that the 84-ycar-oM Bourguiba 
was unfit to serve because of age and health. Qadhafi will be the second 
foreign chief of state to visit Tunis since Ibn Ah’s takeover. President 


mediating the rccoocuiauoD between Libya and Tunisia, according to 
diplomatic sources. Algeria is tied to Tunisia and neighbouring Maurita- 
nia by the friendship treaty. 
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Bahrain boosts 
naval power 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The emir of 
Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman 
A1 Khalifa, Wednesday inaugu- 
rated two torpedo boats, the 
'latest addition to his country's 
naval forces. The ceremony, on 
the occasion of Bahrain’s defence 
forces day, was also attended by 
tire prime minister, Sheikh Khali- 
fa Ibn Salman A1 Khalifa. The 
two ships, supplied by West Ger- 
many, were described by the navy 
commander. Yousef Mallaiah, as 
“the backbone of the naval 
forces.” Only in 1984, B ahrain 
acquired from West Germany its 
first missile warship, equipped 
with two folly-automatic gun tur- 
rets. Bahrain's navy now boasts 2 
Luerssen 45-metre gunboats and 
two Luerssen, 38-metre boats, 
equipped with the Exocet anti- 
ship missOes. 

Peres wants ‘peace 
ship’ stopped 

TEL AVTV (R) — The Israeli 
foreign minister, Shimon Peres, 
has asked Greece to prevent a 
Greek ship from sailing to Israel 
with Palestinians expelled from 
the occupied territories, a foreign 

daj^ThT 0 Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has de- 
scribed the trip as a symbolic . 
voyage intended to show that 
Palestinians are willing to return 
to their homeland peacefully and 
establish a ‘’real, honourable 
peace” with IsraeL Peres’ request 
was conveyed in a message to 
Greek Foreign Minister KaroKs 
Papoufias. Israel had also made 
separate, unspecified approaches 
to other countries through di- 
plomatic channels, the Israeli 
spokesman said. 

Senate confirms 
Kennedy • nomination 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. senate Wednesday unani- 
mously confirmed Federal Judge 
Anthony Kennedy as a justice of 
the U-S- supreme court by a vote 
of 97 to 0. The 51-year-old con- 
servative from California was 
President Reagan’s third choice 
to fill the vacancy left by Justice 
Lewis Powell's resignation last 
June. 

Carlucd in Lisbon 

LISBON (AP) — U.S. defence 1 
Secretary Frank Carlucd arrived j 
Wednesday for talks aimed at 
allaying Portuguese anger over j 
cuts in U.S. payments for the use ; 
of tire strategic Lajes air base in : 
the mid-Atlantic Azores Islands. I 

S ese officials were ex- 
5 tell Carlucd tire United 
oust guarantee aid in- 
creases for tire base or face a 
formal request for immediate re- 
negotiation of the current-base 
extension accord. 

India launches 
nuclear navy 

NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi launched 
India as Asia’s second nuclear 
maritime power Wednesday and ; 
accused foreign powers of infest- 
ing tbe Indian Ocean with nuclear 
weapons. Gandhi accepted a 
Soviet nuclear-powered sub- 
marine and called on the super- 
powers to eliminate their nuclear 
arsenals. He received the boat for 
India’s rapidly expanding navy at ; 
Vishakhapatnam naval base in , 
the Bay of Bengal. It had sailed j 
from the Eastern Soviet port of | 
Vladivostok. India has leased the 
submarine, which is not armed 
with nod ear missiles, for train- 
ing. It thus became only the 
second Asian nation after China 
with nudear-powered warships. 
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Meets Mitterrand on Mideast situation Uprising spreads; casualties mount 

l¥|Qf T1 I I OCCUPIED JERUSALEM officer opened fire on protesters Several settlers went on the In Bethlehem, Palestinians 

M m, ■ ■ ■ ■ I qyll^/ lky \/LJ § |^/ § ( Agencies) — At least nine more Dying to burn down tbe town rampage in the West Bank village threw stones at can, injuring two 

Pal estinian protesters were shot hall. of Anabta Monday night, Israelis, and Israelis in tbe can 

A T _ _ — # and wounded in the occupied Doctors at Jerusalem's Mokas- smashing windows and damaging threw stones back at the Arabs, 

WT 4- -.A* ■ T lVT '■•rknrklww^-w West Bank Wednesday as anti- sed hospital said they were treat- cars. the army and Israel Radio re- 

w/ftlTi 1 III ■ I I ml |^|-l^|||||l ||||| occupation demonstrations ing six Palestinians shot and The Palestine Press Service ported. Israelis fired pistol shots 
V \/wvr m W B m. J f J. ^ § M. V'lJVr J.U- |/iif 1 B spread to many villages and wounded in Doura. said Jewish settlers entered Sil- at the Arabs, Israel Radio said. 


PARIS (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein criticised the United States Wednes- 
day for its refusal to condemn Israel’s “iron 
fist” ciampdown on Palestinian protesters, 
saying Washington was losing credibility in 
the region. 

The King was referring to the sent veteran envoy Philip Habib 
U.S. veto Monday of a United to Amman Saturday and then on 
Nations Security Council resolu- a surprise visit to Mubarak in 
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turn calling for an aid to Israeli 
suppression of Palestinian pro- 
tests in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“We were disturbed by the 
U.S. veto which was neither posi- 
tive nor constructive, especially 
as it touches on Israeli moves 
against oar familie s in the occu- 
pied territories,” the King told 
reporters after a two-and-a-half 
hoar meeting with President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

“We consider tbe postion the 
United States has taken encour- 
ages inh uman behaviour to our 
brothers in tire occupied lands 
and reflects directly on American 
credftrilfty.” 

The King also criticised the 
cool reception Washington gave 
last week to revived proposals for 
an international peace confer- 
ence, canvassed by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak during 
a separate tour of the West. 

The Reagan administration 

Lebanon 
launches 
hunt for 
assassins 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
Lebanese government called cm 
security forces throughout the 
country Wednesday to help in the 
hunt for killers of a French intelli- 
gence officer in Beaut- 

French diplomats also met in 
the divided Lebanese capital to 
discuss tire latest in a series of 
guerrilla attacks on French 
targets here, embassy sources 


sent veteran envoy Philip Habib 
to Amman Saturday and then on 
a surprise visit to Mubarak in 
Paris to examine peace efforts. 

Habib mission 

Asked what he thought of 
Habib’s visit, the King answered: 
“We have to wait and see what 
happens. 

ri We would hope that what is 
happening in the occupied terri- 
tories would make all parties 
recognise the dangers of inactiv- 
ity and the need for fast construc- 
tive activity to solve the whole 
problem.” 

“Mr. Habib didn’t convey to 
me any American initiative, but it 
is dear that the continuing upris- 
ing of tbe Palestinian people 
against Israeli occupation has 
forced the U.S. administration to 
reconsider the fait accompli poli- 
cy adopted by Israel,” the King 
said- “Mr. Habib came to Iordan 
to convey to ns the concern of tire 
U.S. ad m i ni s tr atio n over tire re- 
cent developments in the situa- 
tion and its readiness to revive 


the peace process,” the King 
said. “I reaffirmed to the U.S. 
envoy Jordan's stand based on 
rejection of the fait accompli 
policy and on support of any 
international efforts that would 
lead to holding the international 
peace conference under U.N. au- 
spices with tbe participation of 
toe five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council and all 
parties concerned, including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), to secure Israel's 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab territories, restore the 
legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people, and estab- 
lish. . just and conmrehensive 
peace in our tenon. This is the 
stand that Arab leaders unani- 
mously agreed upon dnring tire 
extraordinary Arab summit held 
in Amman.” 

“Anyway,” the King added, 
“we win judge tire seriousness 
and credibility of the ideas which 
wfll be proposed by the U.S. 
administration in tight of their 
compatibility with the Arab stand 
and the extent of their departure 
from previous U.S. stands.” 

Replying to a question on his 
talks with Mitterrand, the King | 
said: “We discussed topics ori 
importance to ns and to our 1 
friends in France and the world 
and these topics are related to the 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. under Arab fire 


A 27-y ear-old Frenchman, 
holding a passport in the name of 
Jacques Meurant, was shot dead 
behind the wheel of his car in 
mostly Christian east Beirut 


KUWAIT "(R) — The United 
States came under fire in the 
Arab World Wednesday for 
vetoing a U.N. Security Council 
resolution criticising Israeli action 
in tire occupied territories. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah- A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah told reporters: “We regret 
that the U.S. used tbe veto, 
especially at this time, which 
affects American credibility and 
its ties with the Arab World.” 

He said the American position 
barred Palestinians from what the 
Israelis and others were allowed, 
even though the United States 
raised the banner of human 
rights. 

The other 14 Security Council 
members approved the draft re- 
solution calling on Israel to 
observe the Geneva convention 
regulating the wartime treatment 


Three unidentified gunmen 
escaped after pumping bullets, 
into him with aib-maaiineguns 
equipped with silencers. 

The French embassy identified 
-die victim as a businessman, but 
militia security sources in Beirut 
said be was deputy chief of the 
Lebanon desk of the French in- 
telligence service. 

A spokesman for the predomi- 
nantly Christian right-wing mfli- 
tia, the Lebanese forces, told 
Reuters that militiamen together 
with government security forces 
were “mobilised in search of a car 
used in the killing.” 

He said details of a blue 
Peugeot 504 had been circulated 
to Si army, police and militia 
units and security authorities, 
were giving the manhunt top 
priority. 

East Beirut and surrounding 
areas are controlled by fighters 
loyal to President Amin Gemayel 
and Lebanese forces leader Samir 
Geagea. 

Tbe- area is generally consi- 
dered safe for foreigners in con- 
trast to west Beirut where kid- 
nappings have proved common-, 
{dace oyer tire past four years. 

" Judicial sources said Prosecutor- 
General Munif Qwridat was rift- 
ing through information on the 
assault j the fourth against French 
nationals in five months. 

Militia sources in Beirut said 
tbe French intelligence officer 
was robbed of documents when 
he was attacked, shortly after 
leaving a meeting with a senior 
Lebanese security offidaL 

The' French news agency, 
Agence France-Presse quoted 
wen informed sources in Paris as 
saying Meurant, 27, worked for 
tire French secret service. 

His body remained at the mor- 
gue of the Hotel Dieu hospital in 
east Beirut pending arrangements 
to fly - it to France. 


of civilians under occupation. 

In Saudi Arabia A1 Yom news- 
paper said tbe United States 
‘‘actively supported the criminal 
murderers” vetoing tbe draft re- 
solution late Monday. 

A1 Bilad of Saudi Arabia also 
criticised Washington and said 
the veto gave Israel “all chances 
to cany out more massacres.” 
In Syria, commentators of offi- 


cial newroapers said the veto 
showed Washington was not 
qualified to play any role in solv- 
ing the Middle East problem. 

It was the second tmre in two 
weeks the United States had 
blocked adoption of proposals 
criticising Israeli policies. 

In Turns, tire Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PUO) has de- 
nounced the American veto, 
saying it showed support for 
Israels “iron fist” pohey against 
Palestinians. 

Tbe PLO Executive Commit- 
tee made the statement in a com- 
munique published Tuesday. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 
tee said the U.S. move showed 
“the deter minati on of the Amer- 
ican administra tion tO Continue 

its policy hostile to the Palesti- 
man people and its national 
rights. 

The veto proved “once again 
Washington’s direct involvement 
in the protection and support of 
the iron fist “policy practised by 
tire Israeli leadership and “bears 
witness... of American adminis- 
tration defiance of international 
opinion,” it added. 

Iraq voiced rare criticism of the 
Unitea States, terming illegal its 
veto. 


Kuwait assails proposals 
to end Palestinian revolt 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, Wednesday 
urged Palestinian leaders to re- 
ject proposals for quelling the- 
uprising in the Israeh-occupied 
territories and considered them 


— osals cannot be easily accepted by 


Sheikh Jaber was addressing a 
delegation representing the 
Palestinian community in 
Kuwait, led by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
representative, Awni Battash. 

Tbe group called on the emir to . 
thank him for “Kuwait's con- 
tinuous support to the Palestinian 
struggle and tire current upris- 
ing, - according to an official 
statement from tire emiri court 
The statement quoted the emir 
as telling the delegation “the 
proposals and solutions we hear 
about should pot prevent ns from 
rendering support to the revolu- 
tion of the Palestinian people 
because they arc designed to frus- 
trate this revolution. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
the emir was referring to various 
proposals to end the protests and 
more specifically that which U.S. 
presidential envoy Philip Habib 
carried to the region. 

“Israel is frying to push for- 
ward these proposals in order to 
affect what is going on in the 
occupied territories. Such prop- 


tire Palestinian people and then 
leadership,” Sheikh Jaber was 
quoted as saying. 

Tbe emir also said Arab sup- 
port to the Palestinians “should 
not be confined to words and 
statements but should be express- 
ed by deeds and immediate assist- 
ance.” 

A senior PLO official has criti- 
cised the U.S. proposals and 
reiterated demands for an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. 

PLO deputy military comman- 
der KhaHl A1 Waar told A1 
Watan newspaper in remarks 
published Wednesday that U.S. 
envoys visiting the region would 
cany Israeli proposals to stamp 
out the Palestinian uprising. 

“The position of me Palesti- 
nian people is dear and ft rejects 
any initiative that does not in- 
clude a dear, true recognition of 
its right to ^-determination, 
freedom and independence and 
to set up an independent state,” 
he sakL 

Murphy pfenning visit 

In Washington, U.S. officials 
said a key adviser to Secretary of 
State George Shultz would leave 
soon for tire Middle East to see if 
Israel and the Arabs are ready to 

(Continned on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — At least nine more 
Pal estinian protesters were shot 
and- wounded in the occupied 
West Bank Wednesday as anti- 
occupation demonstrations 
spread to many villages and 
towns in the occupied territories 
after a woman died after being 
shot and wounded by Israeli sol- 
diers Monday. 

As the Palestinian uprising 
showed no signs of let-up, tbe 
Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak 
Shamir, pledged support for mili- 
tant Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir travelled by helicopter 
to a hilltop settlement in the West 
Bank ana declared: “Settlements 
in places such as tins should 
strengthen, grow and prosper." 

The right-wing leader urged 
tire settlers to be strong. 

In the West Bank, Israeli 
troops and border police shot and 
wounded nine Palestinians when 
they fired live ammunition to 
disperse stone-throwing demon- 
strators in several {dares. 

In Doura, south of Hebron, an 


officer opened fire on protesters 
Dying to burn down tbe town 
hall. 

Doctors at Jerusalem's Mokas- 
sed hospital said they were treat- 
ing six Palestinians shot and 
wounded in Doura. 

In Silwad, near Ramallab, 
troops shot and injured three 
Arabs after dozens of demonstra- 
tors ignored warning shots, the 
army said. 

JMtfa protests reported around 
Ramaliah, Hebron, Bethlehem 
and parts of Arab Jerusalem, tbe 
Israeli authorities ordered all 
West Bank schools dosed until 
further notice, sending home 
some 250,000 schoolchildren. 

Shamir pledges settlement 

id prosper." Among the settlers’ leaders 
eaaer urged whom Shamir met Wednesday 
was local council head Pinhas 
Wallenstein, who personally shot 
dead a Palestinian protester after 
his car was stoned at a roadblock 
last month. 

Wallerstcin told Reuters he 
was satisfied that the prime minis- 
ter fully supported the settlers. 


Several settlers went on the 
rampage in the West Bank village 
of Anabta Monday night, 
smashing windows and dam a gin g 
cars. 

The Palestine Press Service 
said Jewish settlers entered Sil- 
wad and took away four village 
boys aged 14 to 17. 

Asked about Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarars call for a 
six-month freeze on Jewish settle- 
ment of the occupied areas in 
exchange for a moratorium on 
Palestinian violence, Shamir said 
Wednesday: “This proposal is not 
relevant. It was nor accepted by 
us and I think it belongs to the 
past. 

“There is not and there will not 
be any freeze on Israeli centres of 
population in all of the country.” 

Asked if more settlements 
were planned, be replied: “With- 
out doubt.” 

Violence continues 

A passenger train travelling 
from Haifa to Jerusalem was 
stoned near an Arab village 
Wednesday. 


In Bethlehem, Palestinians 
threw stones at cars, injuring two 
Israelis, and Israelis in tbe cars 
threw stones back at the Arabs, 
the army and Israel Radio re- 
ported. Israelis fired pistol shots 
at the Arabs, Israel Radio said. 

Israeli soldiers imposed a cur- 
few in Aida, a refugee camp on 
the outskirts of Bethlehem seven 
kilometres south of Jerusalem. 

An Israeli bos blocked tbe 
road, its windshield and a side 
window smashed. The driver said 
no one was hurt. 

Reporters in Aida saw several 
dozen Arabs throw metal bars 
and fire cats’-eye marbles with 
slingshots at soldiers. 

About 120,000 Palestinians 
were confined to their homes for 
the fourth successive day by cur- 
fews in Nablus, the biggest West 
Bank city, and two nearby -re- 
fugee camps. The army also 
damped curfews on Tulkarem 
and several other West Bank 
villages and refugee camps. 

There was uproar in parliament 

(Continued on page 5) 


Dillon: W. Bank events reflect Arab frustration 


By Sa'd G. Hattnr 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-ranking U.N. relief agency official said 
Wednesday indications showed that the ongoing Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip was a 
“spontaneous” culmination of “tension and frustration” of the 
Arab inha bitants of the occupied territories. 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) Deputy 
Co mmissi oner Robert DiUon, currently visiting Jordan, said 
people had spoken “of rising tension and frustration” over the 
months that preceded' the revolt that began. Dec. 9. 

Dillon said he based his remarks on contacts with Palestinian 
people daring his last visit to the occupied territories in August 
last year and on feedback from UNRWA foreign and local staff 
.there. 

“It may be different (for others), but, the state of affairs is a 
great source of worry for individual families,” Dillon said. “They 
are worried that their children are on tbe street and exposed to 


danger at any minute,” he said echoing similar concern voiced by 
UNRWA employees in the occupied territories. 

In reply to a question, the UNRWA official said he could not 
know exactly whether the uprising owed its origins to external 
sources. “I really don’t know. How can I know? All I know is that 
•the basic spirit is spontaneous,” he said. “It would be misleading 
to think that outsiders created the events. Perhaps outsiders are 
involved now.” However, he said, judging from UNRWA 
workers contacts, before and after the revolt began, “the spirit is 
primarily largely spontaneous and home-grown.” 

Dillon saia the overall services of UNRWA to Palestinians in 
the occupied territories were not totally blocked but were 
obstructed intermittently. 

UNRWA trucks loaded with food and medical supplies stand 
by and exploit hill moments between curfews to deliver supplies 
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to needed people, he said. 

Dillon said UNRWA’s 1987 budget had struck a balance and 
'went slightly beyond the break-even point following four years of 
deficits which prompted the agency to dig into its reserves. 

Though it is too early to forecast the situation for 1988, DiUon 
said, initial estimates indicate the agency will be able to meet its 
budget allocations if pledges by donor governments are fulfilled. 

Several governments, including France, Iraq, Italy, Kuwait and 
the Unitea Arab Emirates as well as the European Community 
(EC) have pledged additional financial support for the agency. 
These pledges involve assistance beyond tneir regular contribu- 
tions. Libya announced Wednesday a contribution of undisclosed 
amount to UNRWA. 

Individuals and groups in the occupied territories have contri- 
buted in cash and kind to UNRWA to back its operations there, 
Dillon said. 

According to UNRWA statistics, local cash contributions 
totalled more than $70,000 and 300 tonnes of commodities have 
been pledged or delivered to tbe agency for distribution. 

In reply to a question on the situation in Palestinian refugee 
camps in Lebanon after tbe end to the “camps war” last month, 
Dillon said UNRWA was undertaking emergency relief program- 
mes there but that they “were still not operating normally.” 

“Life there is very slow and the agency’s schools and clinic are 
being opened gradually,” DiUon said. 

Priority is given to rebuilding shelters in camps devastated in 
fighting, and the “question is whether UNRWA and the refugees 
will be aUowed the entry of building materials into tbe camps,” be 
said. 

DiUon said his visit to Jordan came in line with the agency's 
■policy of maintaining dose coordination with Jordan, the location 
of as much as 40 per cent of the agency's overall activities. About 

(Continued on page 5) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
reiterated Wednesday ft would 
not accept any change in the 
order of a U.N. Security Council 
resolution ordering a ceasefire in 
the Gulf war. 

The rejection followed Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz’s return 
from talks in Moscow on the war. 

It also came one day after Iran 
said it would not pursue a military 
offensive if the United Nations 
branded Baghdad as “the aggres- 
sor,” effectively switching the re- 
solution sequence. 

Baghdad's ruling Baath Party 
newspaper A1 Thawra said 
Wednesday: “We utterly reject 
any attempt to adjust the serial 
order of the resolution, because 
such an attempt will change it to 
another one which has no relation 
with Resolution 598." 

Diplomats in Baghdad said 


Aziz tried to persuade his Soviet 
counterpart Eduard Shevard- 
nadze and other officials to sup- 
port efforts in the U.N. Security 
Council to impose sanctions 
against Iran for its refusal to 
abide by Resolution 598. 

Moscow has so far refused to 

C sanctions moves to force 
an compliance with the, ipv 
solution. 

Diplomats at tbe United Na- 
tions said Tuesday the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council, including the 
Soviet Union, were now discus- 
sing a possible ban on arms sales 
to Iran. 

Resolution 598, passed by the 
U.N. in July, 1987 demands Iran 
and Iraq observe an immediate 
ceasefire and withdraw all forces 

(Continued on page 5) 


120,000 may starve to 
death in southern Sudan 


kilometres per hour and blowing 
sand sharpy cut visibility over tbe 
region Wednesday for tne second 
day in a row, ft did not deter 
Iran’s prowling gunboats from 
launching a concerted attack on 
the Petrostep Ruler. 

The gunboat approached the 
tanker from behind as it entered 
the Gulf in ballast and fired with- 
out warning, destroying radio 
equipment and peppering the 
step with holes, they said. 

The Oslo-based tanker, sailing 
empty, had passed through the 
Strait of Hormuz overnight and 
was off the coast of Sharjah when 
ft was ambushed about dawn, 
shipping executives said. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Hunger 
has already killed some residents 
of the famine-struck town of 
Malakal in southern Sudan where 
120,000 people face starvation, 
the official Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) said Wednesday. 

It quoted an official source in 
the town about 700 kilometres 
south of Khartoum, as saying 
several people had efied for lack 
of food. 

Mathew Ubor, president of the 
Khartoum-based Southern Coun- 
cil which administers the region, 
said Wednesday that 37 people- 
had died of hunger in Malakal. 

Tbe Roman Catholic aid agen- 
cy Cariias International said in 
Rome Saturday Malakal had run 
ont of food and ft could be two 
-weeks before emergency supplies 
readied tbe war-torn region. 

SUNA said food was in such 
short supply in Malakal that a bag 
of sorghum, Sudan’s staple food, 
was being sold for 1,800 pounds 


($400) compared with an official 
retail price of 90 pounds ($3)). 

Khartoum’s English-language 
daily Sudan Times reported Mon- 
day that Malakal residents were 
lining up in vain outside the 
offices of relief agencies in the 
hope of receiving food. 

The paper said the govern- 
ment’s failure to get supplies to 
the town cast doubt on its asser- 
tion that troops were in control of 
the south, centre of a four-year- 
old civil war against the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 

Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mahdi told a news conference 
Tuesday that 36 river barges 


loaded with food were ready to 
sail up the White Nile to Malakal. 

SPLA rebels have in the past 
repeatedly ambushed barges sail- 
ing for Malakal under army pro- 
tection, saying the barges also 
carry supplies for army garrisons 
in Upper NOe province. 


Moscow 

denies 

nuclear 

accident 

rumours 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — An 
official Soviet spokesman dismis- 
sed as groundless Wednesday 
rumours sweeping Western finan- 
cial markets that there had been a 
nuclear accident in the Soviet 
Union. 

“Nothing of this kind hap- 
pened today on the territory of 
the Soviet Union,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Alexei Chcr- 
kashin tola Reuters. “We can say 
these rumours are completely 
groundless.” 

In a dispatch quoting the 
Ministry of Nuclear Energy, the 
Soviet news Agency TASS said 
all of the country's nuclear power 
stations "are functioning nor- 
mally.” 

According to the ministry, “no 
accident has occurred” at a Soviet 
nuclear power plant, TASS said. 

Rumours of a nuclear accident 
or explosion in the Soviet Union 
swept western markets Wednes- 
day, pushing the dollar down on 
foreign exchanges. 

According to Norwegian gov- 
ernment sources, the rumours 
were apparently started by an 
exchange of test telexes between 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna and 
the World Meteorological Office 
in London. 

An IAEA spokesman in Vien- 
na confirmed the exchange of 
telexes had taken place as tests 
for action in the case of a nuclear 
emergency. 

European countries reported 
no rise in atmospheric radiation 

In Stockholm, Sweden’s 
national news agency said the 
national radiation protection 
agency had reported an apparent 
accident. 
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Captors resist Syrian-Iranian 
pressure for Schray’s release 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese kidnappers of West nied involvement in kidnapping. 
German engineer Ralph Schray are refusing to 
release Him despite intense pressure from Syria and 
Iran, a west Beirut security source said Wednesday. 


Hamadi tried to smuggle 
message from jail 


The source, dose to negotia- 
tions for Schray’s release, told 
Reuters the kidnappers were re- 
sisting pressure but Syria, which 
has 27,000 troops in Lebanon, 
still expected the West German 
to be Heed. 

It was not dear what Syria 
would do next, the source said. 

He declined to comment on the 
possibility of Damascus taking 
tough action against the kidnap^ 

S irs, believed ted by Abdul Hadi 
amadi, an official of the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God). 

Hamadr's younger brothers 
Abbas Ali and Mohammad Ali 
are in custody in West Germany. 
Abbas is on trial for the kidnap- 
ping last year of two West Ger- 
mans in Beirut and Mohammad is 
charged with hijacking a Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) jet to 
Beirut in 1985. 

Schray, 30, kidnapped a week 
ago in mainly Muslim west 
Beirut, had been expected to be 
freed quickly after both Syria and 
its ally Iran called for his release. 

Syna's top military intelligence 
officer in Lebanon, Brigadier 
Ghazi Kenaan, personally 


travelled to Beirut to end the 
abduction, seen as a blow to 
Syrian prestige. 

Iran also wields considerable 
influence on HtzboOah but the 
security source sard Abdul Hadi 
Hamad was determined to use 
the West German to win freedom 
for his brothers. 

Pro-Syrian Lebanese investiga- 
tors have talked to Hamadi and 
Kenaan has met Hizbollah offi- 
cials in attempts to free Schray. 

Kenaan said Monday it was 
only a matter of time before the 
kidnappers would release Schray, 
bom in Lebanon of a Lebanese 
mother and West German father. 

The independent An Nahar 
newspaper said Tuesday Schray 
would be free within hours, 
prompting his relatives and 
friends to Keep an all-night vigQ 
at his home. 

A Shi’ite Muslim militia source 
said Schray was being held in the 
Shi'ite southern suburbs of 
Beirut, a bastion for Hizbollah 
which has also been accused of 
kidnapping some of the other 24 
foreigners missing in Lebanon. 

Hizbollah has repeatedly de- 


Mean while according to court 
testimony in Duesseldorf, West 
Germany, Wednesday Moham- 
mad Hamadi asked a fellow in- 
mate to smuggle messages out of 
prison and to cal] relatives in 
Beirut to tell them not to free two 
West German hostages unless he 
was released. 

The testimony was read to the 
court from a signed statement 
given to police last February by 
Hamadi’s fellow-inmate, Gabriel 
Lapite. 

'•Tell my sister to tell my 
brother that I got a letter from a 
court in America. Tell them that 
if I am not released, then the two 
West Germans should also not be 
released,” a signed statement 
from Lapite said. 

However, Lapite, a Nigerian 
sentenced to four years on a 
drug-smuggling conviction, repe- 
atedly toldthe court that be could 
no longer remember details about 
conversations with Mohammad 
Hamadi. 

In the testimony at the kidnap- 
ping trial of Mohammad Hama- 
di’s brother, Abbas, Lapite also 
said he could not recall being 


aske d to telephone Hamadi’s re- 
latives in Beirut. 

According to police docu- 
ments, Lapite handed over to 
prison officials five letters written 
by Mohammad Hamadi to rela- 
tives and friends in West Ger- 
many and Beirut 

Lapite told police last February 
that he was asked by Mohammad 
Hamadi to telephone Hamadi's 
sister in Beirut and have her 
contact his older brother Abdul 
Hadi Hamadi to tell him not to 
release the West Germans. 

Abbas Hamadi is accused of 
masterminding the kidnapping 
last year in a bid to force west 
Germany to release his younger 
brother. 

Cburt officials said relatives of 
Lebanese-born businessman 
Rashid Mahroum are scheduled 
to testify about his contacts with 
the kidnappers. Mahroum for a 
time acted as a mediator between 
the West German government 
and the kidnappers. 

The court officials, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity, said 
police were investigating possible 
links between Mahroum and the 
kidnappers. 

The Munich-based illustrated 
magazine Quick said Tuesday 
that authorities suspect Mahroum 
may have helped the kidnappers. 


U.N. may ask tribunal to resolve row over PLO mission 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United Nations may ask an 
arbitration tribunal to resolve a 
dispute with the United States 
over a new law that would close 
the Palestine Liberation 
nisation’s U.N. mission, dipl 
mats said. 

Both the United Nations and 
the U.S. State Department say 
the 1947 headquarters agreement 
obliges the United States to let 
the PLO mission operate. 

But Congress appeared to 
ignore this treaty between the 
United States and the United 
Nations when it passed the act, 
which orders the mission dosed 
by March 22. 

The legislation “creates diffi- 
culties for everyone concerned, ” 
conceded Bruce Rashkow, the 
state Department's assistant legal 
adviser for U.N. affairs. 

President Ronald Reagan 
signed the measure on Dec. 22, 


1987. Since then, high-ranking 
U.N. and U.S. officials nave been 
trying to find a graceful way out 
of the diplomatic dilemma. 

“The United States has to find 
a way to spare itself a confronta- 
tion with the international com- 
munity,” Zehdi Terzi, the PLO’s 
U.N. observer, said Tuesday. 

The problem comes at a time 
when U.S. prestige and influence 
at the United Nations are already 
suffering, primarily because Con- 
gress has refused for two years in 
a row to appropriate enough 
money to pay all of the United 
States' to the world body. 

The United States, the U.N.’s 
biggest contributor, now owes 
$252.8 million, a debt that has 
plunged the United Nations into 
a serious fiscal crisis. 

If U.S. and U.N. officials can- 
not negotiate a solution to the 
PLO problem, it could become 
the first dispute to go to aibitra- 


gh-ranJring tion in the history of the 40-year- 
» have been old pact under winch New York 


tion 

old pact under which New York 
became U.N. headquarters. 

“The secretary-general has 
already sent the United States a 
letter which says there’s a dispute 
that for arbitration,” Terzi 
said. “Now we are waiting to see 
what happens.” 

The entire 159-nation General 
Assembly, which has already cal- 
led on the United States not to 
dose the PLO mission, may con- 
vene if negotiations fail, said 
Cypriot Ambassador Constantine 
Moushoutas, chairman of the 
U.N. Committee on Relations 
with the Host Country. 

The Assembly’s regular session 
generally runs from September to 
December. 

The arbitration clause of the 
headquarters agreement has nev- 
er been invoked before, Carl 
Fleischhauer, legal . adviser to 
U.N. Secretary-General -Javier 


Perez de Cuellar, said in his 
written response to questions 
from the Associated Press. 

Fleischhauer refused to de- 
scribe the status of the U.S.-U.N. 
negotiations. 

“These contacts are of an on- 
going nature which does not 
make it possible to go into any 
further actails on thi< martyr at 
this time,” be wrote. 

A U.S. source who asked not 
to be named said Abraham 
Sofaer, the State Department’s 
legal counsel, met with Fleis- 
chhauer and other secretariat 
officials in New York on Jan. 12 
and planned to return for further 
discussions. 

Tbe headquarters agreement 
says that any dispute about bow 


Iranian 
missiles 
shoot past 
Gulf tanker 

DUBAI (R) — A laden Golf 
chemical tanker narrowly 
escaped disaster when an Iranian 
fighter launched missiles at it only 
hours before Tehran offered a 
deal to call off a planned offen- 
sive a gainst Iraq. 

Regional shipping sources said 
the fighter streaked down the 
port side of the 39, 008-tonne 
Liberian flagged Petrobulk Pilot 
Tuesday anoloosed off two mis- 
siles. 


Aft 0 

(Iran's) 
tor Iraq 


pany c 
The 


to apply or interpret the treaty 
which is not resolved “by negotia- 
tion or other agreed mode of 


settlement” goes to a three-per- 
son arbitration, tribunal. " 


One exploded in the air and the 
second crashed harmlessly in the 
sea 25 miles off the small north- 
ern United Arab Emirates port of 
Mina Saqr, the sources said. 
“It's a dramatic switch from 
usual gunboat retaliation 

B i strikes. I can tell you we 
;e it,” a Western cnl corn- 
official told Reuters. 
Petrobulk Pilot had earlier 
called at Dubai for routine servic- 
ing and was leaving the Gulf 
through the Strait of Hormuz two 
days after loading at the Kuwaiti 
port of Mina Al Ahmadi. 

The attacking plane was at first 
unidentified but a Western milit- 
ary source told Reuters it was 
Iranian. 

The failed attack followed 
another abortive banian attempt 
Saturday to avenge a week-long 
Iraqi blitz on its ofl exporting 
shuttle fleet 

Iranian gunboats attacked and 
set ablaze the 15,241-tonne Pana- 
ma-flagged freighter mare 60 
mDes north of Bahrain before 
they rescued its crow of 22 after 
realising the vessel was trading 
out of Iran’s own Bushehr pent. 

Gulf diplomats and shipping 
sources say Iran’s recently spor- 
adic attempts to avenge Iraq’s 
raids indicate both pressure from 
Western navies cooperating in 
the Gulf and signs of war weari- 
ness at home. 

Tehran's top war spokesman 
Ali Akbar Hasbemi Kafsanjani 
said Tuesday that Iran would call 
off a long-threatened winter 
offensive against the Iraqi city of 
Basra if the United Nations de- 
clared Baghdad the aggressor ini 
the 7V4-year old Guffwar. 

A source close to U.S. intelli- 
gence in Washington told Reu- 
ters: “There’s a certain amount of 
exhaustion on both sides.. I think 
Iran is finally getting the message,, 
on the U.N. resolution.” "z 


Morocco offers bases for U.S. F-16s 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States hopes to find 
another European base for its 
401st Tactical Fighter Wing after 
it was evicted from Spain, but the 
first offer to give the 72 F-16 
fighter jets a home has come from 
Morocco. 

Morocco’s ambassador to the 
United States said Tuesday 
that his country would like to 
lATO 


a place in NATO strategy and be 
considered a “privileged ally” of 
the West European defence 
group. 

“Morocco has always been de- 
dicated to the sense of peace and 
liberty, and will be proud to 


continue to do just that, today, and 

tomorrow,” Ambassador 
Mnammad Bargach said at a 
dinner at the Moroccan embassy 
for a U.S. congressional delega- 
tion planning a trip next week to 
die Northern African nation Por- 
tugal. 

Secretary of State ' George 
Shultz had told the House Fore- 
Affairs Committee earlier in 
day, however, that a Enro- 
ll ate would be preferable in 
^ t of the just-concluded U.S.- 
Soviet treaty for the elimination 
of land-based medium-range mis- 
siles from the continent. 

The intermediate-range nuc- 


lear forces treaty, being debated 
for ratification by the U.S. Sen- 
ate, “underscores the importance 
of our conventional miEtary capa- 
bility in NATO. And there are 
imbalances, and they need to be 
corrected,” Shultz said. 

Spain recently demanded that 
the 401st be removed from a 
base there within three years. 
The United States and its NATO 
allies have been reviewing the 
redeployment of the planes since 
then. 

Other U.S, officials have said 
the United States is narrowing its 
search tp Italy, which also would 
like to see the planes remain in 
Europe. 


Sweden condemns Israeli ‘brutal conduct 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sweden has 
condemned Israel’s “ruthless 
treatment'’ of the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories and has 
called for an international Middle 
East peace conference to settle 
the Arab-Israeli conflict 
A Swedish Foreign Ministry 
statement received in Amman 
Tuesday called “shocking” the 
“brutal conduct” of the Israeli 
army in the occupied West Bank 


and Gaza Strip. 

“Reports of the ruthless treat- 
ment of die Palestinian civilian 
population by Israeli soldiers and 
of the soldiers’ deliberate beat- 
ings of young protesters prove 
that continued occupation is un- 
tenable. Brutality and anelty 
only aggravate the situation ana 
make it still more difficult to 
reach a solution,” the statement 
said. 


“The problems in the Middle 
East must be solved by peaceful 
means. Israel’s right to secure • 
and recognised borders must be '. 

and the Palestinians ' 
.it to reff-detenmnation must 
be realised. It is high time that 
the proposal for an international 
peace conference under the au- ; 
spices of the United Nations be .■ 
implemented,’' the* statement 1 
a 


Dutch back call for truce in West Bank, Gaza 


nesday backed 
an President Hos- 


THE HAGUE (R) — The 
Netherlands W< 
a call by E 
m Mubarak for a six-month truce 
in die Israeli-occupied territories 
and said it should serve as a first 
step towards peace talks. 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Den Broek told parliament a 
cooling off period was badly 
needed in the West Bank ana 
Gaza Strip where at least 42 


Palestinians have died in almost 
two months of clashes with Israeli 
troops. . 

Mubarak has called for a six- 
month moratorium on violence in 
the occupied territories and a bait 
to new Israeli settlements in the 
areas where some 65,000 Jews 
have moved in among 1.5 million 
Palestinians since die 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

In a letter to parliament’s Fore- 


fen Affairs Committee, Van Den 
Broek said The Netherlands plan- 
ned to send a new mission to the 
Gaza Scrip to discuss the direct 
export of Palestinian produce to 
the European Community. 

Van Den Broek also said the 
Dutch government was consider- 
ing granting fresh emergency aid 
to the United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency (UNRWA) to help 
Palestinian refugees. 


Ozal to capitalise on successful talks 


ANKARA (R) — Talks with 
Greece won Turkey's Prime 
Minister Turgot Ozal domestic 
goodwill which is 


power a fresh onslaught on his 
country’s economic problems and 
help his political aims- 

His meetings in Switzerland 
with Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou, only 10 
months after their countries near- 
ly went to war over rights in the 
Aegean Sea, have been hailed by 
a normally critical press ana 
many politicians. 

The two leaders agreed in 
Davos to improve ties, including 
setting up a crisis hotline, ana 
vowed to avoid war over prob- 
lems that, have dogged their coun- 
tries for. three, decades, . ! 

“For (Qzal)., Davos means. a 


feat in diplomacy and a political 
success that is bound to nave its 
effects in borne policies,” Col- 
umnist Mehmet B arias said in the 
Popular Liberal daily Gtmes. 

“Now Ozal has a chance to 
launch a war against inflation and 
other chronic economic prob- 
lems. He should be able to suc- 
ceed, considering the morale- 
boost he has won at Davos,” 
Barlas added. 

Most political opposition lead- 
en, still smarting over Ozal’s 
. election wm last Novem- 
with less than 40 per cent of 
the vote, were quick to com- 
mend die talks 

“I evaluate the encounter as a 
beginning which could lead to a 
jong-Iasting solution,. Xwith. 
Greece) ” said Eidal Inonu, head 


i opposition 
Democrat Populist Party. 

Meanwhile Greek opposition 
leader Constantine Mitsotakis 
Tuesday welcomed the agree- 
ment. 

Mitsotakis, president of the 
conservative New Democracy 
Party, said in a London speech: 
“We concur with the opening of 
the bilateral talks (between Prime 
Ministers Andreas Papandreou of 
Greece and Turgut Ozal of 
Turkey).” 

Mitsotakis told Britain’s Royal 
Institute of International Affairs 
tire talks marked “a good begin- 
ning of a dialogue,” especially as 
Papandreon’s Socialist govern- 
ment had now accepted a policy 
urged by New Democracy .for 
•years. • 
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17*8 In Concert 

18*0 NewsSummary 

18*5 Top Twenty 

19*0 Mask 

20*0 D isco v ering Mnric 

21*0 Pop Talk 

20*8 Pop Talk 

21*0 Jan Hour 


Mascara): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Gty, Amman 
hours 9.00 a.m.4. 


a-m.-4.00 p.m. 

lys. TeL 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Uw Cbb. 
every first and third Wednesday at i 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lwas Pna* d elp bli Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7 JO n m 
PhBaddnfafa Rotary Ctafe. Meetings 
every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Inn, 
1=30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile dab. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church o t the Amuadafian (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden. Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaOe Church (Roman CatboBc) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 
Temaata Gbareh (Roman Catboh'c), 
Jabal Luwdbdeh. mas in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5*0 
tun. Tel: 622366 

Church of tbe A mimriatfa a (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdah. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Cborcfa (Church of tbe Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TeL 625383, 
chaplain's residence td. 601359. 
A r men ian Catholic Church Axhraficb, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbmfc Ashra- 

fieh, Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephraim Charcb (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Asfarafiefa, Td. 771751. 

Amman I nternati o n al Church (later- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmekani, Td. 
677534. 

Ev aagrlkel L ut h era n Cborch (Ch urch 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 pjn. Rev. N. 
Surir, td. 811295. 

Rainbow Co ngre ga tion (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational-ecumenical En- 
Servke: Saturday 6=30 p.m. tel. 
05, Rev. Vdi. 

The Church of Jesus Christ ef Latter- 
ly Salats (Mormon) Td. 815817, 
821264. 

22*1 Rhythm and Blues 

23*0 HitsiriDe: The Story of Motown 
24*0 Close Dawn 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720, 1323 KHz 

06*0 Newsdesk 06*0 Country Style 
06*5 Reflections 06*0 Financial News 
07*9 World News 17*9 24 Hours: 
News Sammaiy 7*0 A Hobby — or a 
Way of Life? 07*5 Tbe Wok) Today 
•8*0 Newsdesk 08*0 Meridian 09*1 
Worid News 09*9 24 Honrs: News 
Summary 09*0 Write on... 09*5 
Seven Seas 10*8 World News 10*9 
Reflections 10:15 First Recordings of 
British Symphonies 11*0 Musk Now 
11*0 World News 11*9 British Press 
Review 11:15 The Worid Today 11O0 
Financial News; Sports Roundup 11*5 
I've Been Together Now For 70 Years 
13*0 News Summary; They Sold a 
Mflboo 12:15 Seven Seas 12=30 Jazz for 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Has information is supptied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depot- 
meat at the Qoeen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. when jt 
should always be veziBed. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


99:15 Aqaba 

09-J0 — Cairo 

09=40 Kuwait 

09*0 .. Jeddah 

09J0 Dhahran 

09*5 — Doha, Bahrain 

10*0 Dubai, Abn Dhabi 

16*0 New York 

18*0 Athens 

18*5 Loudon, Vienna 

18*5 Buc h arest. Laraaca 

19*5 Tripoirfadd.) 

19*5 Rome 

00J0 Baghdad 




OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

12*5 Cairo( 

12=10 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain ( 

13*0 Kuwaiti 

14J0 Istanbul, Ankara | 

15*0 
15J0 

1&20 Amsterdam (t 

18J5 Cairo! 

19:15 Frankfurt ( 

20:15 Znrkh. Laraaca (SR) 

21*5 Paris! 

0®=25 London, Cairo! 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 

•JJJ Aqaba (RJ) 

10*5 Tripoli (add.) 

10*5 Laraaca, Athens 

10*5 London, Athens 

I0e4S Rome 

12*0 Frankfurt. London 

12:15 Brussels, Paris 

1*35 Kuwait 

19*5 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

19*0 Bahrain, Doha 

20*0 Jeddah 

21:60 Abn Dhabi 

20:15 Cairo 

21*0 Baghdad 


the Asking 13*0 World News 13*9 
News About Britain 13:15 Talking 
Prom... LUO Meridian 14*0 Ratio 
Newsreel 14:15 Business Matters 14*5 
Sports Roundnp 15*0 Worid News 
15*9 24 Hoots: News Summary 1530 
John Peel 16*0 Outlook; 5-Mfamte 
News 16*5 Nature Notebook 17*0 
Radio Newjred 17:15 Feature Drama 
— The Wound Dresser 18*0 Worid 
News 18*9 Commentary 18:15 Science 
in Action 18*5 The Worid Today 
19*1 Worid News 19*9 A Letter Arab 
Northern Ireland 19:15 Musk Now 
19*5 Sports Roundup 20*0 Newsdesk 
20J0 Muithrack 3 21*0 News Sum- 
mary; Outlook 11-39 Stock Marks 
Report 21*5 Personal View 22*0 
World News 22*9 24 Hows: News 
Summary 22*0 Science in Action 
23*0 News Summary; Network UK 
23: 15 Busioes Matters 23*5 Five WD- 
ham Stories 24*0 Worid News i 


21=30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ 
22*0 Bangkok (rT 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0fc2S Frankfort! 

09*0 Damascus, Paris! 

12*0 Cairo! 

13*5 Bahrain, Doha. Abu Dhabi i 

15*0 Kuwait ( 

15=30 Ankara, Istanbul! 

1*30 

16*0 

19-J0 

20*0 Sanaa) 

22*5 


PRAYER TIMES 


•5*5 Fair 

0635 (Sunrise) Duha 

11*9 Dhuhr 

14*8 ‘Asr 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Wednesday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in 6k 

Belgian franc 9S.» 97.9 

Dutch guilder 178.4/ 182.1 

French franc 59.4 ! 60.6 

Italian lira 27 31 27.8 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 262.4/ 267.4 

Sweduberown 55*/ 56.8 

Swiss franc.— 246.2/ 251.9 

U.K. sterling pound 594.9 607 

U.S. dollar — 335.4/ 340.7 

W. German mark :...200J 2045 



The Worid Today 0R25 A Letter from 
Northern Irehnd 06=30 Rnandal News 


WEATHER 


BuOctia supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy with slight 
rain. Siigtn rise in t em p erat ure win 
occur. The wind wifl be north* 

In Aqaba, h wffl be partly 
northerly wind and calm sea. 

MmJmax- 

Armnan ....... 5 / 14 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 4/LS 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

Ye 

manL_,_ 

Amman 

nwit 


00*0 Reflections 00*5 _ 
up 01*0 Worid News; Commentary 
01:15 From tbe Weeklies 01*0 Multit- 
rack 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Has afbnnation is sopphed by Royd 
Jordanian (RJ) zp/bmatko depart- 
ment at tbe Queen AEa Iniematnaal 
Airport Td. (08) 532005. where it 

should always be veri&ed. 
ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Tannkiai 1) 

•9=15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 AbnDnatri (RJj 

•9t30 Kuwait (RJj 

■Ml Cairo (RJj 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govemo rate 891228 

Amain Civil Defence 198. 199 

Gvfl Defence Irbid ....271293,273131 

Gvfl Defence Qnweismefa 770733 

Gvi! Defence Ddr Ada 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 298 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pofice rescue 192,621111.637777 

Pofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic poboe 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 63^381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia IniL Airport (08)53331*60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre . — 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Axon... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani - 664171/4 

Shmfjmpi Hospital - 669131 

University Hosj ’ 

Al-M nastier Ho 
Tbe Islamic, At 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnbajreea 777101/3 

Al-Baririr,J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Am* Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr.A.Tayyem — 620115 

Dr. Anwar Musa 771020 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim 896294 

Dr. Huham Kana’an ............. 790286 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ............. 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmosaiii pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Al Wahida taxi 641833 

Kbaldoun taxi 664888 

Bassamtaxi 811857 

Afalitaxi 621127 

Heyamtaxi 817411 

Ba w s em ah taxi 854120 

Bahrain taxi 773034 

Jemzawi taxi 896740 

IRBID: 

Dr. Munther Al Sheikh 244018 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. SanteerLawa 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

general 

^^Txkvisiou 773111/19 

Ratio Jordan 774111/19 

Minist ry of T ourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

^ 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan aid Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service U 


MARKET PRICES 


Apple | 

Apple (green) 470/400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mokammar) 300 / 240 

Beans 470 / 400 

Beans (broad) 650 / 550 

Cabbage 130/100 

Cam* 250 / 2® 

Cauliflower'. 150/1® 

Cucumbers I 230/170 

10®/ 8® 

e) 1® / 60 

„ . 260/200 

Grapefruit - 1307 90 


09*0 Muscat, Dnba | 

•9s30 — Cairo! 

09*0 Jeddah! 

tfcS — Doha, Bahrain 1 

17*0 Laraaca! 

!*«• - Paris! 

18*5 London, Frankfurt 1 

18:15 Istanbul! 

«« - Bangkok ( 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Sana’a (LH) 
Jeddah gO 


0MI 

itB 

13*0 Kuwait! 

M*0 Dubai! 

15*5 Cairo 1 

U*0 Abu Dhabi. Doha, Laraaca (GF) 

2J*0 Frankfitrt( 

0039 — Loudon, Cairo ( 

DEPASTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Tennlnai 1) 


Lemon 140/ 1® 

Mandarin 180 / 140 

160/1® 

Onkmfereeu) 120/ 80 

Qn»n (dry) 220/1®. 

(Abu aura) 340/280 

(SbammOuti) 250/2® 

,t*°0 - 340/280 

Pepper (tweet) — 240/1® 

1®/1® 

1®/ 70. 

Spinach 1. 150?100 

Tomatoes — ... no/ 80 

Tump — 1M/120 


, 07*0 / 
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Cabinet approves trade 
agreement with Morocco 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
has' approved the minutes of the 
Joint Jordanian-Moroccan High- 
er Committee meetings con- 
cluded here last Wednesday. 

The approval came during a 
Cabinet session held Wednesday 

-I .1 I ! I - .n. ' 


under the chairmanship of Depu- 
ty Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi. 

The minutes provide for in- 
creasing the volume of trade and 
economic exchange between Jor- 
dan and Morocco by SIS million. 

Also Wednesday, the Cabinet 
approved an agreement to be 
signed between Jordan and Au- 
stralia to boost trilateral trade and 
economic links. 

Under the agreement a joint 
Jordanian- Australian committee 


will be formed to explore ways to 
promote these ties. 

The Cabinet also formed the 
Jordanian side to the meetings of 
the Joint Jordanian-Sudanese 
Economic Committee to be held 
in Khartoum next month. Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade Secret- 
ary-General Mohammad A1 Saq- 
qaf will lead Jordan's ride to the 
meetings aimed to boost trilateral 
economic relations. In addition, 
the Cabinet decided that Jordan 
should continue its contribution 
to World Food Programme 
(WFP) projects for the next two 
years- WFP finances a number of 
development projects in Jordan, 
including a scheme for develop- 
ing highlands and pastures, and a 
nutrition project for schools. 


Kuwaiti education minister 
visits Yarmouk, JUST 




ERBED (Petra) — Kuwaiti Miiiis- 
ter of Education Anwar Abdullah 
Noun Wednesday visited Yar- 
mouk University and met with 
President Mohammad Ham dan. 

Accompanied by Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddine 
A1 Assad, Nouri visited the Natu- 
ral History Museum, and met 
with a number of deans and 
department directors. 

A university spokesman said 
Hamdan briefed the Kuwaiti 
minis ter on the university’s prog- 


rammes and plans, and stressed 
the need for promoting coopera- 
tion between Yarmouk Universi- 
ty and Kuwait University. 

Hamdan presented Nouri with 
the university shield as a gift to 
commemorate the visit. 

Later, the Kuwaiti minister cal- 
led at tiie Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) 
and met with President Kamel 
Ajlouni, who outlined the uni- 
versity’s development and activi- 
ties. 


- , *V • 


Minute signed after talks on 
first part of Japanese loans 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Japan Wednesday signed the mi- 
nutes of negotiations held here 
” over the past four days on spend- 
*ing part of the $300-miHion 
: Japanese soft loan on a number of 
.7'; Jordanian development projects. 
T According to the minutes, a 
.. total of JD 25 million will be 
... j channelled to Jordan through the 
Japanese Fond for Overseas Eco- 
; - nomic Development. The loan 
will finance the construction of 


roads, dams and irrigation facili- 
ties, in cooperation with the Jor- 
dan VaQey Authority and the Wa- 
ter Authority of Jordan. 

The two rides agreed that work 
on these projects would begin 
before the end of the year. 

The minutes were signed by 
Ministry of Planning acting 
Secretary-General Nabu Sweiss 
and a representative of the 
Japanese rood. 


Din 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Wijdan briefs Hammonri on arts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture arid National Heritage 
Mohammad A1 Hammouri Wednesday called at the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts, where he met with its president. Her 
Highness Princess Wijdan Ali. Princess Wijdan explained the 
society’s activities ana goals, as well as the purpose for estab- 
lishing the society’s national museum. Hammouri stressed the 
importance of cooperation between tire ministry and the society in 
order to deepen Jordan's cultural links with Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Qatanani to take part in UNRWA meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Occupied Territories Affairs 
will be taking part in a meeting to be held in Vienna next week to 
discuss the financial situation, current activities and future plans 
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
refugees (UNRWA). Secretary-General Dr. Ahmad Qatanani 
will represent the ministry at the meeting. 


Jordan, EC review cooperation 
in fields of energy and industry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — European- 
Jordanian cooperation in energy- 
related fields was discussed at 
here Wednesday between 
felegation from the 



Community (EC) and the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank (EIB) and 
Jordanian officials. 


Ministry of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Secretary-General 
Ibrahim Badran briefed the de- 
legation on energy projects ex- 
pected to be financed through a 
third EC protocol. He then re- 
viewed scopes of cooperation in 
power generation, as well as 
progress on mining and energy 
projects currently underway in 
the Kingdom. 

Badran pointed in particular to 
a power project to be im- 


plemented fry the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Company in cooperation 
with the EC. This project entails 
boosting the main power distribu- 
tion networks in Amman and 
setting up new substations to help 
supply energy to the outlying 
areas of Greater Amman. 

EC contributions to Jordan’s 
energy and industrial develop- 
ment were made through two 
protocols. The first pro- 
tocol, covering the years 1977 to 
1981, made available S45 million 
to Jordan. The second, -covering 
the 1981-1986 period, provided 


$71 million. 

According to the thir d pro- 
tocol, which covers the period 
1987-1991, the EC will provide 
Jordan with $115 million for in- 
dustrial projects. 

Badran said after the meeting 
with the European delegation 
that Jordan-EC cooperation also 
covered training of Jordanian 
personnel, particularly techni- 
cians and engineers, on develop- 
ments in the energy field. Badran 
referred to a regional seminar 
recently held in Amman during 
which EC and Jordanian experts 
discussed energy planning. 

EC delegation meets with 
industrial leaders 

The EC-EIB delegation later 
met with Amman Chamber of 
Industry's directors and repre- 
sentatives of the industrial sector. 
The delegation was briefed on the 
chambers role in promoting 
trade and economic cooperation 
between Jordan and European 
countries. The two sides then 
discussed difficulties in marketing 
of Jordanian products in Europe. 

In addition, they discussed the 
possibility of launching joint ven- 
tures, and using modem technol- 
ogy to boost Jordan's industrial 
development and prod notion. 

The delegation later visited the 


chamber's permanent exhibition 
and inspected items on display 
there. 

After the meeting at the Am- 
man Chambet of Industry, the 
EC-EIB delegation called at the 
Industrial Development Bank for 
talks on cooperation and pros- 
pects for European support for 
Jordanian industries. 

Later Wednesday, the EC-EIB 
delegation visited the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) and met 
with officials to discuss Jordan- 
EC cooperation. They weie 
briefed on the work of the RSS 
solar energy and building re- 
search centres. 

Third protocol finalised 

The delegation also called at 
the Ministry of Planning to final- 
ise details of the third protocol to 
be signal by the two sides today. 
Following the signing ceremony, 
the head of the ECT delegation, 
Eberhard Rhein, will speak at a 
press conference at tne Plaza 
Hotel at 11:30 a.m. He is ex- 
pected to give details about the 
protocol and Jordan-EC coopera- 
tion in various fields. 

On Friday, the delegation will 
inspect agricultural projects in 
south Jordan, and then visit Petra 
before leaving for home Saturday 
morning. 


Youth team exchanges 
with Indonesia to increase 
as part of new protocol 


By Mun’em Fakhouri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Indonesia will today sign a 
protocol on bilateral cooperation in sports and youth 
affairs. 


Khayyat urges 
Muslims to 
assist 

Palestinians 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat Wednes- 
day urged all M uslims to extend 
' Ip to their brothers and sisters 
m me occupied territories to sup- 
port their steadfastness, especial- 
ly m light of their current 
imgle. 

Sheikh Khayyat said that con- 
tributions to the Palestinians liv- 
ing under Israeli rule could be 
channelled through the Zakat 
Fund (alms to the poor) spon- 
sored by the ministry. 

The Zakat Fund has so far 
contributed, at a rate of JD 50 a 
month, to 65 needy families in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip who lost their bread- 
winners in. the current, uprising 
against Israeli oppression. This 
aid is given in accordance with 
directives from His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Sheikh Khayyat also said that 
Jordanian universities would 
soon launch a campaign to raise 
funds for students reran the occu- 
pied territories who have been 
cut off from their parents and 
relatives, leaving them without 
means of support. Teachers, stu- 
dents and university employees 
will take part in the campaign, 
according to the minister. 

' The minister said that contribu- 
tion to the Zakat Fund was a 
religious duty for all Muslims, 
and that it was- 


Jordan, Egypt to boost 
air transport cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt Wednesday agreed on me- 
asures to boost air transport 
cooperation. 

In three days of talks here, 
teams from the civil aviation ser- 
vices in both countries agreed to 
allow Royal Jordanian to operate 
flights to the Egyptian does of 
Luxor and Alexandria, in addi- 
tion to Cairo. 

The agreement, included in the * 
meetings minutes, provided for 
other technical measures aimed 
at promoting air transport coop- 
eration between the two coun- 


tries, and for marketing Jorda- 
nian and Egyptian tourist sites 
abroad. 

The talks were a continuation 
of negotiations held between the 
two sides in Cairo in 1986, and in 
implementation of the resolutions 
of tiie Joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee. 

The Jordanian side was led by 
Civil Aviation Authority Direc- 
tor-General Mahmoud Balqaz, 
while the Egyptian side was led 
by Egyptian Civil Aviation Cor- 
iration Chairman of the Board 
Ziko. 


Marriott general manager honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Spc 
awards have been granted by Mr. 


Special 

grant 

J.W. Marriott, Jr. for outs tanding 
achievement by his general mana- 
gers. . 

■ This year, among 167 Marriott 
hotels worldwide, the award for 
the Exceptional Employee 
Motivation will be given to Haile 
Aguilar, General Manager of the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 

This significant award will be 
presented — for the second time 
— to Aguilar on Feb. 8 at the 
J.W. Marriott Hotel in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Aguilar is recognised by his 
unique capacity to keep bis em- 
ployees positive, enthusiastic and 
lor providing an exemplary cus- 
tomer service. He has initiated 
and participated in many success- 
ful programmes benefitting his 
employees, the Marriott name 



The protocol which will be 
signed by Indonesian Minister of 
Youth Affairs and Sports Abdul 
Ghafour Edriss and Minister of 
Youth Awad Khleifat covers an 
exchange of youth and sports 
teams between the two countries, 
as well as coaches to offer train- 
ing to teams in both countries. 

The Indonesian minister dis- 
closed the information at a press 
conference held Wednesday at 
the Marriott Hotel. 

Edriss said that he was looking 
forward to greater cooperation 
between Jordan and Indonesia in 
youth affairs, as a part of deepen- 
mg relations between the two 

‘ Islami c countries. 

Indonesia, like Jordan, is mem- 
ber of the Federation of Islamic 
.Solidarity Games, and will join 
Jordan and other Asian countries 
in taking part in the upcoming 
Seoul Olympic Games, he said, 
that tne federation's teams 


invitation to Khleifat to visit In- 
donesia for more discussions on 
promoting bilateral ties. 

Earlier Wednesday, the In- 
donesian minister visited the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and was briefed 
by President Abdul Salam Ai 
Majali on tbe university's de- 
velopment and cultural and 
sports programmes. 


Later, he met with Faculty of 
Sports Education Dean Abdullah 
Aweidat, who described the 
faculty's development and prog- 
rammes. 

Edriss also met at the Royal 
Cultural Centre with the Ministry 
of Youih Secretary-General 
Mohammad Abdul Tayyeb, who 
briefed him on Jordan's cultural 
programmes and the centre's acti- 
vities. 

The Indonesian minister also 
visited the Martyr's Monument 
and inspected items on display- 
inside tne building which reflect 
the development of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 



would avoid playing matches with ' 
i teams from South Africa and 
[Israel. 

Edriss said he would extend an 


Indonesian Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Abdul Ghafour 
Edriss’ Wednesday holds a press conference on the results of his 
meetings with Jordanian official on promoting bilateral relations in 
youth affair s and sports (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Regional conference to address problems 
in development of medical education 

country's available facilities for 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A regional medical 
education conference is sche- 
duled to open here on Feb. 14, 
daring which Jordan will present 
a working paper outlining factors 
hindering the development of 
medical education ana ways to 
overcoming these problems, 
according to Dr. Qandil Shaker, 
rapporteur of the preparatory 
committee for the conference. 

Speaking at a press conference 
Wednesday, Shaker said that Jor- 
dan would submit a paper at the 
four-day conference, dealing with 
.six different issues in medical 


-education: educational 


inorrbes 
schools, 
rt and 


Hafle Aguilar 

and the Jordanian people. 

Such enthusiasm ana dedica- 
tion have established a team 
which is proud of its hotel, pro- 
ducts and services. 


and strategies in medi 
sources of financial support i 
necessary facilities, admission 
strategies, continuity between 
different medical education 
stages and integration of medical 
education and health care poli- 
cies. 

Dr. Mahdi Abu Dahab from 
the Ministry of Health briefly 
discussed the importance of in- 
tegration between medical educa- 
tion and health care policy, 
saying that on-the-job training 
had become essential and, thus, it 
was necessary to provide more 
training in national medical in- 


stitutions, in addition to outpa- 
tient clinics at university hos- 
pitals. 

Abu Dahab added that nation- 
al medical institutions constituted 
“the national network for prim- 
ary health care' 1 and allowed for 
case studies rather than theoretic- 
al studies. He also said that it was 
important to promote research 
and work on common diseases. 

Brigadier Dr. Hayel Ujeilat, 
paediatric surgeon with the Royal 
Medical Services, said that in 
medical schools where admission 
is based only on academic 
achievement, there should be a 
reassessment of the admission 
■process to include personal traits 
which are a prerequisite for a 
successful doctor. He noted that 
this point would be proposed for 
discussion at the conference. 

On the importance of integra- 
tion between different medical 
education stages. Dr. Hassan 
Abu Subeit from the Jordanian 
Medical Association said that 
basic medical education should 
take maximum advantage of each 


training specialists. 

He said that there should be 
continuous refresher courses for 
practising doctors, in order to 
integrate their expertise with that 
of the medical schools. 

Dr. Mohammad Takrouri of 
the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology pointed to 
another proposal to study the 
costs of providing proper finan- 
cial support, laboratories, hospit-. 
al beds and libraries, at a level 
sufficient to fulfill a proper 
medical education strategy. 

Takrouri said the committee 
also intended to propose an in- 
vestigative study of already- 
esta bushed educational curricula 
in medial schools, in order to 
deride what modifications are 
needed. 

Tbe conference’s recommenda- 
tions will be submitted to the 
international conference of 
medical education for evaluation, 
and later submitted to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) for 
final assessment. 


Jordan to attend Baghdad theatre festival 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Culture and National Heritage 
Dr. Mohammad Hammouri will lead a ministry delegation to the 
Baghdad Theatre Festival which will be held m the Iraqi capital 
on Feb. 10. The Ministry of Tourism will participate in the 
International Tourism to "be held in Paris on Feb. 18. 


Artefacts uncovered at ancient Aqaba reveal life in early Islamic port town 
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By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An exhibition of 
archaeological artefacts exca- 
vated at the early and medieval 
Islamic site of Ayla, ancient 
Aqaba, which opened at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago’s Oriental In- 
stitute earlier list week to an 
enthusiastic reception, will be on 
show in Amm an and Aqaba later 
this year, the excavator of Ayla 
and the organiser of the exhibi- 
tion, Dr. Donald Whitcomb, said 
Tuesday during an international 
telephone press conference orga- 
nised by the United States In- 
formation Service. 

He told a gathering of local 
journalists and archaeologists 
here that over 200 people braved 
Chicago's fierce winter weather 
to attend the opening of the 
exhibition, which included a slide 
lecture on the excavations at Ayla 
in' 1986 and 1987. 

Whitcomb said that the Ayla 
excavation is particularly impor- 
tant because of what it Will teach 
us about life, commerce and so- 
cial customs in an early and 



General view of tbe Aqaba excavation, showing the 
city waO and two towers flanking the main gate. 

medieval Islamic port town. 

There are few other instances of 
an early/medieval Islamic dty 


(Afl photos and drawings courtesy of Dr. Donald 
Whitcomb, University of Chicago). 
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Fragments of a limestone cohmin and marble chancel screen from a 
Byzantine church at Ayia. . 


being so well preserved, with its 
town walls and some buildings 
still standing over 4.5 metres 
high. 

Whitcomb believes the town 
was established during the 
Caliphate of Othman, around 650 
A.D;, making it “one of the 
earliest Islamic town foundations 
in the entire Middle East, which 
has been well preserved because 
it was not built over in later 
periods.” 

The town flourished for some 
500 years, readring its peak of 
prosperity as a trading port in the 
Abbasid and Fatimid periods, be- 
fore being abandoned in the early 
12th century A.D., soon after the 
Crusaders occupied it. One of the 
valuable aspects of the site is 
what it reveals about cultural 
interchanges between the early 
Islamic civilisation and tbe pre- 
■ceding Byzantine and Greco- 


Roman cultures — particularly in 
terms of urbanism and town plan- 
ning, Whitcomb said. 

The earliest town at Ayla 
would have been inhabited by a 



Drawing of a man with a turban, 
on a. lustre ware sherd made in 
Fatimid Egypt, excavated at 
Aqaba. 


combination of the local people 
who were there under Byzantine 
rule, and the Muslim conquerors 
who arrived, with their cultural 
traditions, from the area of the 
Hijaz. As we know little of pre- 
and early Islamic towns in tbe 
Hijaz, the well-preserved remains 
at Aqaba will prove a valuable 
source of first-hand information. 

The excavation has also shed 
important light on regional and 
international trading links, and 
has unearthed pottery, stone ves- 
sels and other objects from such 
places as China, Iraq, Iran, Egypt 
and Syria. In its earliest days, the 
town of Ayla seemed to have 
strong links with Egypt, which 
administered the region of south 
Jordan. A particular kind of 8th 
century A.D. glazed potteiy 
known as Coptic glazed ware has 
been found at Aqaba; previously, 
it had been known only from the 
Egyptian port of Alexandria. 

In other cases, the new Muslim 
culture introduced variations on 
established customs, as indicated 
by the presence of many typical 
Byzantine pottery vessels which 
suddenly had a decorative glaze 
applied to them in the early Isla- 
mic period. 

Many of foe objects found at 
Aqaba have not been identified 
at other settlements in north Jor- 
dan, Whitcomb noted, and said 
that the trading, cultural and poli- 
tical links of ancient Ayla seem to 
have been oriented more towards 
southern Palestine, Gaza and 
Egypt, than towards north Jordan 
and Syria. 

Some pottery vessels at Aqaba 
were paralleled by wares in north 
Jordan, however, indicating that 
there were strong regional varia- 
tions in tbe land of Jordan during 
the early and medieval Islamic 
years. Whitcomb’s overall con- 
clusion to date is that, “ancient 
Aqaba was one of the crossroads 
of the Middle Eastern/Red Sea 
maritime trade network, linking 



The main gate of the medieval city, 
high. 

commercial centres in Egypt and 
the Mediterranean region with 
their counterparts along tbe Indi- 
an Ocean, the Gulf and further 
east to India and China. 1 ' 

Whitcomb will continue his ex- 
cavations at Aqaba later this 
year, in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Department of Anti- 


still standing over four metres 

quities. He may survey a wider 
area around the excavated site — 
which is along the beachfront, 
across the street from the Mira- 
mar Hotel and the JETT bus 
station — to search for other 
remains of ancient settlements 
from the Islamic or earlier 
periods, such as roads, inscrip- 


tions or waystations along the 
major routes in and out of the 
city. 

The Ayla excavation has been 
supported financially and/or 
a dminis trative ly by several par- 
ties. including the Jordanian De- 

? artment of Antiquities, the 
ourism Ministry, the Aqaba Re- 
gion Authority, the U.S. Nation- 
al Geographic Society, the Amer- 
ican Centre for Oriental Re- 
search in Amman, the Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chi- 
cago, and the United Slates 
Agency for International De- 
velopment which provided the 
bulk of the funding. 

A small catalogue for the ex- 
hibition was published by the 
Jordanian publishers Al Kutba, 
and can be bought by mail from 
the Oriental Institute bookshop. 
An expanded version of the cata- 
logue. also encompassing other 
antiquities sites in Aqaba, will be 
published and sold in Amman by 
Al Kutba later this month. 



Drawing of the monumental inscription above the excavated dty gale, with parts of the Ayat al Kurd 
verse from the Koran. 
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Learning new tricks 
from an old dog 

THERE is only one element of surprise in reports from West 
Germany that a state prosecutor is probing a case of 
clandestine supply of designs and a prototype of a nodear 
submarine to South Africa through Israel: that the authorities 
got wise to the illegal deal, given the cunning, sometimes 
unique, methods that the racist regime in South Africa and the 
Zionist state use around the world to cover their tracks. 
Perhaps we would not be off the mark to presume that the 
revelations that South Africa has finally laid its hands on an 
actual prototype and specific designs of a midear sub were 
actually “leaked" to the authorities as part of a clever plot to 
remind the world of the nuclear capabilities of the apartheid 
regime in Pretoria, and, by extension, those of Israel, which 
has always been generous enough to act as a transit point for 
Western technology to South Africa. 

But what had remained a secret until now is that part of the 
repayment from Pretoria appears to have induded advanced 
methods of inflicting grave injury without using guns, and 
failsafe storming of homes, as we see today in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. No doubt, these 
techniques were used, perfected and mastered by the Pretoria 
regime and its agents in their ruthless campaign against black 
protesters seeking an end to the racial separation and the yoke 
of occupation imposed on them by aliens in their land. Of 
course, it is only natural that South Africa rises to the occasion 
in Israel’s hour of need, offering its expertise and experience, 
whose results we see today in the form of broken Arab limbs 
and fractured bones in West Bank and Gaza hospitals. After 
all, what are friends for? 

Still, we can take heart from the realisation that it is virtually 
impossible for the Israelis to successfully inclement their 
version of yet another sinister aspect of the oppressive South 
African tactics: playing off the oppressed against each other. 
Our brothers and sisters in the occupied territories have shown 
beyond any doubt that they are united in their uprising, 
regardless of religion and class, to the extent that Israeli Arabs 
have rallied behind them in the co)n^oi| struggle. It is only a 
matter of time before the Israelis will try to emulate their South 
African mentors and take a swing at the Arab steadfastness. It 
is incumbent upon the Arab and Palestinian leaders inside and 
outside the occupied territories to ensure that nothing and no 
one is flowed to tamper with this unity, in which lies the key to 
the ultimate success of the Palestinian revolt. 




: • ; 7S-:'- '‘2k 1 


LRAB1C PRESS ED1TOI 




Al Ra 77 Europeans condemn Israel 

THE European Parliament has issued a declaration, expressing 
condemnation of Israel's inhuman practices against the Arab people 
of Palestine. Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Axef Al 
Fayez Tuesday received a copy of the declaration from the European 
Parliament, reflecting the European people's views as to the uprising 
in the occupied Arab territories and Israel's practices and killing of 
people under their rule. The declaration demanded that the Israeli 
authorities immediately halt all such practices and policies and end all 
measures that violate human rights and the Genera Convention. The 
European Parliament announced that the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip arc occupied territory and that Israel's policies against their 
residents violate international laws. Continued occupation, the 
declaration said, is against the indigenous population's will and 
against their future aspirations and their future existence on their 
own land, and above all. represents an extended aggression against 
Arab territory. The European Parliament’s declaration is of para- 
mount importance since it reaffirms the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people in their homeland and" their right to resist 
occupation. The declaration culls for the re-establishment of peace 
based on total withdrawal of Israeli forces from Arab territory and an 
end to Israeli terrorism. This declaration is in stark contrast with 
the U.S. stand which suppora Israel against the rights of the Arab 
people, and Washington's alliance with the Israeli occupation forces. 

AJDustour: U.S. vetoes Palestinians, Arabs 

THE U.S. veto of a U.N. Security Council resolution condemning 
Israel’s anions against the defenceless Palestinians, clearly exposes 
the true image of Washington's policies with regard to the Middle 
East region. The veto clearly displayed Washington's disregard of the 
Arabs and their relations with the United States. The U.S. opted for 
the veto in the face of all nations which condemned Israel’s practices 
and inhuman policies against the Palestinians. By vetoing the 
resolution, the U.S. has thus showed its disrespect of the internation- 
al community's will and all world values and principles. The U.S. 
veto which came amidst an escalation of Israeli oppression in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip is bound to encourage the Israeli 
leadership to pursue its iron fist policy and to go ahead with plans to 
kill people and demolish homes. The veto was clearly pan of the U.S. 
policy towards the Middle East, maintained over the past years, and 
came" as a natural result of the U.S. -Israeli alliance and in view of a 
weak Arab stand. The Arabs have been appealing to the U.S. to stop 
Israel’s practices and bring about peace, but they have always been 
rebuffed by Washington which continues to disregard their feelings 
and their requests. We are deeply angered and dismayed at 
Washington's altitude and we urge atl Arab governments to 
reconsider their present position, so as to come up with measures that 
would put an end to Washington’s support for Israel and its 
aggression. 

Sant Al Shaab: U.S. veto 

THE U.S. veto of U.N. Security Council resolution demanding an 
end to Israel’s oppression and criminal actions manifests Washing- 
ton's total commitment to supporting Israel's actions and aggression 
on the Palestinian people. The Arab Nation considers those who 
condone such uction on equal footing with those who commit the 
crimes. The veto came in the face of worldwide condemnation of 
Israel’s practices in the Arab lands and as the Israelis escalate their 
terrorist actions to quell the uprising and to stifle the spirit of Arab 
resistance. The veto represented an ^American weapon employed to 
counter the will of the international community, und to oppose any 
moves for re-establishing justice and peace, The veto means tha’t 
U.S. support for Israel will not stop but will rather increase, and that 
tile U.S. will continue io provide necessary cover for Israel’s crimes 
and atrocities. and will j.;c.>urage thy Jewish state to pursue its 
prc:.y."A policies. , 
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U.S. proposals: something for everyone? 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
New U.S. proposals designed to 
bring Arabs and Israelis to the 
negotiating table offer a little 
something for everyone, but they 
may not be enough for anyone. 

The initiative had the immedi- 
ate effect of arousing the interest 
of both halves of Israel's coalition 
government, winch have been 
deadlocked on peacemaking 
strategy. 

But speculation about new 
momentum had no apparent im- 
pact on protests in the west Bank 
and Gaza Strip, where fresh vio- 
lence erupted Monday with two 
Arabs shot to death in clashes 
with Israelis. 

The vagueness of the new U.S. - 
initiative appeared to be its 
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strength: It has not attracted any 
rejections thus far. Once details 
are spelled out, divisions are like- 
ly to emerge. 

If Jordan agrees to the new 
approach, U.S. Secretary of State 
Geoige P. Shultz may visit the 
region later this month, according 
to a senior Israeli official who 
spoke on condition of not being 
identified. 

Israeli officials cited two new 
elements: High-level U.S. in- 
volvement after a long period of 
quiescence and an accelerated 
timetable. 

Based on talks between Shultz 


aide Charles Hill and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres' aide Nim- 
rod Novick last week, informed 
sources said, the U.S. plan en- 
visioned a three-phase process 
with a one-year timetable. 

Peres ‘very satisfied* 

Peres said on army radio be 
was “very satisfied” by the sug- 
gested pace. 

“The American proposal is 
talking about reaching a tempor- 
ary agreement within a few 
weeks, an international confer- 
ence within two or three months 
and in the third stage an attempt 
to reach a permanent arrange- 
ment,” he said. 

The first step would be im- 
plementing self-rule for the l.S 
million P alestinians in the occu- 
pied lands, the Israeli sources 
said, confirming an outline of 
the U.S. proposals in the liberal 
daily Haaretz newspaper. 

Most powers for a self-gov- 
erning authority were workeaouf 
in two years of U.S. -mediated 
talks between Egypt and Israel, 
and the sources said im- 
plementing them could be under-' 
way by September. 

An international forum would 
then convene to give its blessing 
to the temporary arrangement. 


The same forum would launch 
the final phase of negotiations on 
a permanent settlement by the 
end of the year. 

The aim is to bridge the 
seemingly unbridgeable gap be- 
tween Iordan and Israel’s Ldcud- 
led government. 

Jordan seeks an international 
conference that will determine a 
lasting settlement of the territor- 
ies seized in the 1967 Middle East 
war. Jordan envisions a temtory- 
for-peace trade. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir desires a quid: fix that 
grants limited autonomy in place 
of Israeli military rule but avoids 
returning land that his party con- 
siders part of Israel. 

The proposals have received 
qualified acceptance from Israel 
and Egypt. The big question is 
whether Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians will accept any negotiating 
that starts with a new version of 
the 197 8 Camp David accords 
betweeen Israel and Egypt. 

Speaking in Amman, Informa- 
tion Minister Hard Khasawneh 
welcomed last weekend's ex- 
ploratory visit by U.S. envoy 
Philip Habib. 

“We hope the American admi- 
nistration will be able to realise 
the importance and the need for 
convening an international con- 


Palestinians expected to step up revolt 


By Bernard Edinger 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinians, convinced that 
seven weeks of revolt against 
Israel have stimulated interna- 
tional efforts for a peace settle- 
ment, are expected to step up 
protests in the occupied West 


Bank and Gaza Strip, Arab com- 
mentators said oq Monday. 

“Less than two montos.of rock- 
throwing accomplished more 
than the Arab World, with all its 
military might, was able to do in 
20 years and everyone knows 
this,” said Maher Abu Khater, 
editor of the Al Fajr English- 
language weekly. 

“The mood in the streets is that 
if two months of protests gets 
America to press (Israeli Prune 
Minister Yitzhak) Shamir for 
Palestinian self-rule, then four 
months will bring a U.N. force 
and a year will see Israel pulling 
out in disgust as it did from 
Lebanon,” be told Reuters. 


“There were doubts a week 
ago, but news of international 
moves for a settlement formid- 
ably strengthened the militants 
who say they settle for nothing 
less than lull Israeli withdrawal, 
be said. 

Protests rose sharply after last 
week's partial unveiling of a U.S. 
plan for limited Palestinian self- 
rule in the areas occupied since 
1967. They reached a pitch on 
Monday in the West Bank, where 
there were widespread protests 
and two demonstrators were shot 
dead. 

The killings were the first since 
January 15 and came after a 
fortnight when protests were 
rapidly decreasing. 

But details of the U.S. plan, as 
far as they were known, appeared 
to infuriate Palestinians more 
than appease them, the commen- 
tators said. 

Based on Camp David 

Israeli officials said the self- 


rule plan was based largely on the 
1978 Camp David agreements, 
rejected by most of the Arab 
World, which called for Jordan 
and Israel to share security re- 
sponsibilities in an interim period 
before a final settlement. 

“We understand the plan calls 
for Jordanian and Egyptian in- 
volvement in administering 
Palestinian areas at a time when 
Palestinians have never felt as 
powerful and unafraid,” said 
academic Mahdi Abdul Hadi. 

Abdul Hadi, chairman of the 
Palestinian Academic Society for 
the Study of International Affairs 
and a former adviser to Crown 
Prince Hassan, said: “In my view, 
it will be political suicide for 
Amman or Cairo to even consid- 
er the U.S. plan." 

'The Palestinians feel their 
own efforts only are paying off 
and their message to Arab states 
who might want to assume any 
responsibility here is that they are 
not wanted,” he said. 

Sari Nusseibeh, a university 


professor and occasional spokes- 
man for Western-educated sup- 
porters of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), pre- 
dicted the uprisings would not 
only continue but pass into even 
more violent phases. 

“I can’t say what will happen 
because I don’t know, but one 
feels when talking to stone- 
throwers that they want to esca- 
late the nature of the struggle 
even more,” he said. Nusseibeh 
agreed that 20 years of Israeli 
security sweeps had virtually 
cleared the occupied areas tit 
hidden firearms. 

Bat there has been a rash of 
petrol bomb attacks on Israeli 
vehicles, including one last 
Wednesday which left a Jewish 
West Bank settler in a critical 
condition. 

T think that sooner or later the 
United States and Israel will rec- 
ognise that they will have no 
other option than to talk to the 
PLO and I believe that is what 
they will do,” he said. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCrcie Jaba 1 Amman. near 
Ahl’Ujh G"!$ Scncoi 

Take away is available 

Open daily /J.-riri -.?:.? II 
p.m. 

n:M>-Midnighi 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Opendaih 12:00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wad< Saqra Road - near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 
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' CHOfS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


: EVERY : 

DAY 

PEOPLE mOMEV 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURfSMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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MAINTENANCE 
£© SERVICES 

S 3 'CALL ‘t/S 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

^ TeL 604671 fe 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 

Storage, clearing, 
'door-to-door service 

Tel: 664090.660852 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN a 


A consensus in 
British policy 


By Anthony Parsons 

The writer is former British ter of state and theshadow of 
ambassador to t he United Na- foreign secretary exposed sup- 
tioos . The article is reprinted port for toe nofton of aii^ero^ 
from Middle East international , tiooal couferemx, i.e. wrththe 


ference,” he said. 

The question was whether Jor- 
dan would see in the U.S. ideas 
enough of an international 
umbrella to meet Arab demands 
for an international conference. 

Jordan refused to join U.S.- 
sponsored autonomy talks in 
1979. The Arabs demanded 
statehoood for the Palestinians. 

“(The Americans! are talking 
about an independent govern- 
ment for the residents of the 
territories. They don’t want to' 
call it autonomy so that it won't 
seem to wave the red flag... 
before Jordan,” Peres said on 
Israel army radio. 

Specific issues have been left 
unresolved, such as who would 
control water resources and pro- 
vide security. Other questions in- 
clude whether Arabs in Jeru- 
salem would be included in the 
self-rule scheme. 

Shamir, leader of the conserva- 
tive bloc in toe Israeli govern- 
ment, has opposed Peres’ 
attempts to engage Jordan by 
accepting an international confer- 
ence. He has argued it would be a 
biased forum. 

But Shamir has begun to show 
some flexibility, saying he would 
accept Soviet-American spon- 
sorship of talks, would not 
oppose an international forum 
giving its blessings to agreements 
-and would agree to some changes 
in the autonomy scheme. 


IN SOME important respects the 
post-war consensus on foreign 
and defence policy between the 
two major British political parties 
.has broken down, although not to 
; toe same extent as they are di- 
vided on domestic issues. For 
example, a wide gap separated 
Conservative and Labour on the’ 
British indpendent nuclear deter- 
rent ;■ on American nuclear bases 
in Britain, on sanctions against 
South Africa and on overseas aid. 
Fortunately these divergences of 
view, as I intend to demonstrate, 
do not extend to toe Arab- Israeli 
dispute. 

m spite of the policy of the 
Attlee government towards 
Palestine In the late 1940’s, which 
excited bitter hostility amongst 
Zionists, and the contrasting poli- 
cy of Sir Anthony Eden towards 
pan- Arab nationalism as exempli- 
fied by the invasion of Egypt in 
1956, Arab political folklore has 
long ch arete rised the Labour Par- 
ty as being basically “pro-Israeli" 
while it mis seen the Conserva- 
tives as being more disposed to a 


the June War of 1967 as the point 
of departure, particularly in rela- 
tion to toe Palestinian dimension 
of the problem? 

It was the Labour government 
of the time which played a lead- 
ing part in the negotiation of 
Security Council Resolution 242 
of November 1967 and it cannot 
be blamed in restrospect, any 
more than any other member of 
the Council, for failin g in that 
resolution to take account of 
autonomous Palestinian national- 
ism. To put it bluntly, the drafters 
of SCR 242 were men of their 
time and were thinkin g in terms 
of a restoration of something 
approximating to the status quo 
ante the June War, with a full 
peace settlement replacing the 
previous armistice arrangements. 

In October 1970, the then 
(Conservative) foreign secretary 
made a speech callingfor a peace 
settlement which . took into 
account ' foe “ legitimate aspira- 
tions" (my italics) of the Palestri 
roans. In November 1973 the 
same Conservative government 
went a step further by associating 
itself with a European Commun- 
ity statement recognising that “in 
the ‘ establishment of a just and 
lasting peace account must be 
taken of the legitimate ngfits (my 
italics) of the Palestinians.” 

I believe this remained the 
British position throughout toe 
following period of Labour gov- 
ernment from 1974-79 with the 
addition in 1977 of formulations 
in a European Community state- 
ment referring to “legitimate 
rights” and “national identity” of 
the Palestinians and concluding 
with a sentence stating that 
'account should be taken of the 
“need for a homeland for toe 
Palesti n ian people.” 

Another important bridge was 
crossed in June 1980 with the now 
famous Venice Declaration of the 
European .Community. This 
stated infer alia that “the Palesti- 
nian people... must.... exercise 
fully their right to self-determina- 
tion.” Ibis declaration has been 
reaffirmed on many occasions. 

On other aspects of toe prob- 
lem, Labour and Conservative 
governments have on countless 
occasions over the past 20 years 
reiterated their commitment to 
Israeli security and to Israel’s 
right to live in peace behind 
recognised boundaries. By the 
same token, both have urged on 
the Arabs the renunciation of 
violence and the explicit recogni- 
tion of Israel’s right to exist. On 
the specific questions arising out 
of Security Council Resolution 
242, e.g. Israeli withdrawal, the 
future of Jerusalem, international 
guarantees, the nature of a peace 
agreement etc., I do not believe 
that there is any significant differ- 
ence of opinion between the two 
parties. 

In his recent and highly publi- 
cised visit to Israel and the occu- 
pied territories, a minister of 
state at the Foreign Office, Mr. 
David Mellor, reaffirms toe gov- 
ernment’s position on many of 
these questions, including sup- 
port for Palestinian self-deter- 
mination. Speaking in Amman 
Jan. 4, Mr. Gerald Ka ufman , 
Labour shadow foreign secretary, 
stated that toe Labour Party’s 
objectives were security for Israel 
ana ^-determination for the 
Palestinians. He went on to say ' 
that the only logical basis for a 
settlement was “the continuation 
of the state of Israel as a Jewish 
homeland containing a properly 

fogetmgppa iraiestfluanentity, 
with proper, and acceptable, . 
arrangements made for self deter- 
mination and in which Jews are 
free to live if they accept the new 
arrangements.” I doubt whether 
government ministers would 
quarrel with that Both the mink . 


Council. 

To sum up so far, the pohaes 
of both parties have developed on 
parallel fines since 1967. In the 
past they have dashed, mainly 
because of strongly held emo- 
tions, deep-rooted m toe history 
of Palestine. There is now no 
significant difference between 
them either on substance or on 
procedure. They bold positions 
Which are shared by toe vast 
majority of member states of the 
United Nations with the excep- 
tion of the United States of 
America, which has. consistently 
balked at recognition of the 
Palestinian right to self-deter- 
mination. 

I would not describe toe poli- 
cies of British government and 
opposition as being either “pro- 
Israel” or “pro-Arab,” rather as 
being “pro-peace” for reasons 
with which we are ail familiar, 
reflecting their realisation of the 
urgent need for progress towards 
a Just and lasting peace in this 
most dangerous area of the 
world. To argue in terms of this 


Office Arabists” hungering for 
fat contracts is as unhelpful as it is 
inaccurate. 

This convergence of view is 
valuable in the formulation and 
conduct of policy. The Israelis, 
and for that matter the Arabs, 
may resent lectures from outrid- 
ers but, conversely, neither, par- 
ticularly the Israelis, has hesi- 
tated over toe years to project 
their preoccupations into the 
domestic politics of interested 
states — the United States being 
the classic example. In this con- 
text, it is easier for a democratic 
government to pursue a consis- 
tent and firm policy When it can 
be confident that every move will 
not provoke a storm of opposi- 
tion across the parliamentary di- 
ride. 

From now on I ran the risk of 
repeating what I have said before 
in this publication and elsewhere! 
So be it. My.starting point is that 
toe situation is too dangerous to 
be allowed to fester because of 
paralysis induced by the run up to 
the American presidential elec- 
tions or the forthcoming elections 
in Israel. We have been over that 
ground many, many times. Bri- 
tain and its European partners 
should continue to urge on Israel 
and the United States the need to 
convene the international confer- 
ence, the only game on the field, 
without delay. Specifically it 
would be easy to go on to propose 
that Britain should press Israel 
and the United States to recog- 
nise the Palestinian right to self- 
determination. and press the 
Arabs, including the Palestinians, 
unequivocally to recognise 
Israel’s legitimacy, all before the 
conference opens. But to do so 
would only add another high range 
of obstacles to those which 
already lie in toe path of any 
negotiation. Let all matters of 
substance be aired round the 
table and let no-one try to draw 
up detailed blueprints in advance, 
although I have to say that Mr. 
Kaufman’s formulation for the 
outcome, which I have quoted 
above, is difficult to improve on. 

But there are procedural mat- 
ters on which it is valid for outsid- 
ers to bring their weight to bear, 
apart from the question of urgen- 
cy. First, Israel, if it modifies its 
oppostion to the whole idea of a 
conference, should not procras- 
tinate by insisting on pre-condi 1 - 
tions such as a resumption of 
Israeli-Soviet relations or by nit- 
picking endlessly about the indi- 
vidual Palestinians to be included 
in any Arab delegation. Second, 
the Arabs shoulcT agree that the 
conference should lead quickly to 
direct and genuine negotiations 
face to face with Israel on ail 
aspects of toe dispute, even 
though others might be present in 
the room. Arabs, including the 
PLO, and Israelis have sat round 
the same table in the Security 
Council for years, but by nfi 
sfretch of the imagination cad 
these declamatory exchanges of 
abuse be described as negotia- 
tions. If this kind of thing is 
«ivisaged, it would be better for 
the conference not to meet * 

Third, and lastly, the two su- 
perpowers should capitalise on 
their improved relationship and 
agree in advance that their com- 
mon objective is progress towards 
a peaceful settlement, thus reduo' 

toe risk of dangerous con- 
frontation. This may sound like a 
platitude but I still have memor- 
ies of the 1969 Fbur Power talkx 
m New York when the United 
States and the Soviet' Union 
(even in toe age of detente) simp" 
as lawyers advocating toe 
ripd portions 'of toefr respective 1 
cnenis- A repetition of that kind' 
of thing will get nobodv anvwWf*. 


®*9ept tor propagandist gams and 


/ .^7 * 
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Aspirin: A headache for science 


CHARACTERS ;N 


CONTROVERSY 


He aifli ho pes and drag shares hare soared after news of an 
Kweakthrooi^i In heart disease treatment (Jordan 
f&aes Feb. 2). But British researchers are deeply concerned. 
David Leppard from The Tones reports. 




THE TELEPHONE rang in the 
offices of the Aspirin Foundation 
early last Friday. The caller was 
not cine of the foundation's many 
drug mannfactoring members. 
He was an analyst from Morgan 
Grenfell, the merchant bank, and 
be was asking an nnusual ques- 
tion • — why was the price of 
Redritt and Caiman shares rising 
so rapidly when the rest of the 
London stock market was so 
slow? The answer was ample: 
Redritt and Colman makes Dis- 
prin. 

The drug company was one of 
many benefiting from the 
.announcement last week in the 
United States that healthy people 
could almost halve the risk of 
heart attacks by miring an aspirin 
tablet every two days. 

Reaction to the statement, by 
Dr. Charles Hennekens of Har- 
vard University Medical School, 
had been even more marked in 
America. After it was announced 
that thousands of people would 
be saved from heart attacks, 
health-conscious middle-aged 
Americans flocked to their chem- 
ists to buy the mirade drug. Drug 
retailers were euphoric. 


“Sales are up 15 per cent but 
the big boom is still ahead of os,” 
said EH Cohen, president of 
Duane Reade, one of New 
York’s biggest drag retail chams, 
“Aspirins are going to be taken 
like vitamins.” 

Cohen’s reaction was mirrored 
on Wall Street where shares in 
Sterling and Bristol Myers, two of 
the multi-national pharmaceutic- 
al giants, rocketed 

lne research which caused this 
boost for share prices and health 
hopes was begun by Hennekens 
in 1982. He and his team 
observed die effects of aspirin on 
22,000 male doctors — half of 
them taking a placebo — aged 
between 40 and 84. None of diem 
had any previous history of heart 
disease or stroke. 

However, at the hastily sum- 
moned press conference in 
Washington last week, Hennekens 
and his team made the asto- 
,nfehmg announcement that an 
aspirin every other day could 
reduce the risk of a healthy per- 
son having a heart attack by 47 
per cent. 

The Harvard researchers were 
so confident they took the unpre- 


King criticises U.S. veto 


(Continued from page 1) 
situation in the Middle East, 
especially the situation in the 
occupied territories and the upris- 
ing against the 20-year-old Israeli 
occupation.” 

' In reply to a question about the 
Gulf war and relations between 
Iraqand Syria, the King said: 
“There was a successful meet- 
ing for Arab leaders in Amman 
•and I think a lot of problems were 
solved and many doors were 
‘opened... The beginnings are 
good and I hope to continue the 
: patb we have chosen to achieve 
'the hopes and aspirations of the 
‘Arab people and to perform the 
deputy of defending the Arab 
oraer in the face of dangers and 
'challenges threatening it.” 

* The Xing said be was “veiy 
satisfied with the European posi- 


tion” on the Middle East which 
he characterised as ‘Very dose” 
to the position of Arab leaders. 

In addition to the King’s talks 
with Mitterrand, several other 
French- Jordanian meetings were 
held Wednesday. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai met with French De- 
puty Prime Minister Ednard Bal- 
iadur and Foreign Minister Taher 
A1 Masri held talks with his 
French counterpart Jean-Bemard 
Raimond on bilateral relations. 
Armed Forces Commander-m- 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker met with the French 
defence minister and discussed 
Franco-Jordanian military coop- 
eration. 

The King was scheduled to 
meet Thursday with Premier Jac- 
ques Chirac bdbre continuing to 
Bonn and Vienna. 


(Continued from page 1) 
negotiate an arrangement for 
some form of Palestinian “self- 
rule.” 

■ Shultz told a House of Repre- 
sentatives panel Tuesday night 
that the trip frill be made by 
Richard W. Murphy. 

Shultz said be had taken iro 
various approaches with the lead- 
ers of Israel, Egypt and Jordan, 
and discussed some of his goals 
for Murphy’s trip. 

“We will want to touch base 
with others in the area, such as 
Syria and Saudi Arabia,” Shultz 
said. 


Meanwhile, two of Shamir’s 
closest advisers flew to Paris and 
Washington, an aide said 
Wednesday. They apparently 
planned to hold talks m connec- 
tion with the new U.S. peace 
initiative. 

Cabinet secretary Elyakim 
Rubenstein Tuesday flew to Paris 
and Dan Meridor, a member of 
parliament from Shamir’s Likud 
bloc, flew to Washington to meet 
with U.S. officials, said Shamir, 
spokesman Yossi Ahimeir. 

Until now, U.S. diplomacy was 
stymied in a dispute over how to 
hold Arab-Isradi negotiations. 


Uprising spreads; casualties mount 


(Continued from page 1) 
when far-right member Geuia 
Cohen warned there would be 
war to prevent any withdrawal 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“The war we shall wage will be 
first of all against the war being 
fought in this house... for our 
withdrawal from” the West 
Bank, she shouted. 

-■ Right-wing religious minister 
without portfolio Yosef Sbapira 
accused the defence minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, of describing the 
West Bank settlers as a burden. 

Israel Radio said Jewish set- 
tlers in the West Bank rent a 
message to Rabin threatening to 
retaliate for Arab attacks on 
Israeli cars. 

• The radio said Rabin replied 
that “settlers are a burden” and 
should learn lessons from Israelis 
living along the Lebanon border 
who relied on the army for pro- 
tection. 


Brutality recounted 

At a Jerusalem press confer- 
ence, a young Palestinian mother 
of two told how Israeli troops 
fired a tear-gas canister at her, 
knocking her unconscious and 
leading to the surgical removal of 


a kidney and part of her liver. 

An elderly grandmother said 
she saw soldiers beating a young 


man with dubs near her home in 
die Amari refugee camp. When 
she tried to intervene they hit 
her. 

A nine-year-old boy said sol- 
diers hit him in the eye and on the 
head when he was on the way to a 
shop. He needed hospital -treat- 
ment. 

The Palestinian women and 
children were speaking on 
Wednesday at a news conference 
organised by two organisations — 
the Committee of the Victims’ 
F ami lies, and the Palestinian 
Women in the Occupied Terri- 
tories. 


; ‘ 1 W. Bank events reflect frustration’ 

'70 per cent of UNRWA services are education-oriented, he 

■ noted. . 

- Dfflon said the agency plans to mai n tai n the salaries of its 

- teachers roughly in line with those on the government payroll. 
However, he noted, UNRWA teachers may have an edge over 

■ government-employed teachers. 

Dillon arrived in Amman Tuesday. He was received Wednes- 

- day by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 

■ who keeps track of UNRWA’s activities. Dillon is scheduled to 

■ leave Amman Thursday. . 


Iraq reaffirms stand on 598 

■ (Continued from page 1) J* to im P Ieinem **«**■ 

to intern ationally-recognised bor- Syria, meanwhile, accused Iraq 

ders. The resolution envisages an of seeking to draw Arab Gulf 
impartial body then investigating states into the war. Iraq has 
responsibility for the confadt. denounced Syrian efforts to open 
. The Soviet news agency TASS a dialogue between Tehran and 
said Aziz met with Soviet Premier the six Arab members of tire Gulf 
Nikolai I. Ryzhkov and Sfaevjprdj Cooperation Council, 
nadze, who both expressed the Syria's state radio quoted an 
Soviet Union's desire for a quick official source as saying Damas- 
end to tire rrmfliirr cus had remained silent on Iraqi 

t Both officials told Am that criticism of its Gulf meffiation 
Resolution 598 was the basis for a effort to avoid “being dragged 
solution to the conflict. ( into a side battle at the time the 
.In Baghdad Iraqi President Arab Nation is seeking to rectify 
foridaffl ij foggpjn conferred with a the unbalance in inter-Arab rela- 
Soviet envoy. dons.” 

* The Iraqi News Agency (INA) The radio quoted the source as 
said Hussein and Gaibdzar Pal- saying: “The Iraqi regime is seek- 
layev, a vice 1 chairman of fife ing to drag Arab countries into 
praeadram, bilateral the war to transform the conflict 

relations, the Iran-Iraq war and into a Peisian-Arab war.” 


official source as saying Damas- 
cus had re main ed silent on Iraqi 
criticism of is Gulf mediation 
effort to avoid “being dragged 
into a side battle at the time the 
Arab Nation is seeking to rectify 
tire unbalance in inter-Arab rela- 
tions.” 

The radio quoted.the source as 
saying: “The Iraqi regime is seek- 
ing to drag Arab countries into 
the war to transform the conflict 
into a Persian-Arab war!” 


two years earlier than planned, 
saying they were releasing the 
results immediately to save nves. 

They argued that witholding 
the findings until 1990 would be 
. unethical, as the 11,000 doctors 
iwho were not already taking 
(aspirin would be put at risk. 

However, Hennekens's 
’’announcement has not been 
( greeted everywhere. Since the 
Vnews broke last week shock 
waves have reverberated round 
Britain’s more conservative 

medical establishment. 

Indeed, one significant group 
of British scientists who have 

been carrying out similar research 

work since 1979 under Professor 
Sir Richard Doll, of Oxford Uni- 
versity, have taken umbrage at 
the Americans’ breaking cover so 
early and with such a block- 
buster. 

Although the British scientists 
are ready to accept that aspirin is 
good for yon and that regular 
doses can reduce the risk of Heart 
disease and strokes, they are ex- 
tremely concerned that the 
Americans have glossed over one 
very big catch: That the only 
people to benefit are those who 
nsvealready been struck down by 
a stroke or a heart attack. In 
these cases the risk can be re- 
duced by about 30 per cent 


The British camp says that for 
those who have not suffered the 
pain and anguish of arteries dot- 
ted with blood, the likely benefits 
of regular aspirin doses are so 
minimal they would be out- 
weighed by a much increased 
chance of brain haemorrhage. 

What makes them so anxious is 
that the American announcement 
could be misinterpreted and lead 
to healthy people suffering aspir- 
in's potentially lethal side effects. 
This worry is fuelled because it is 
already known that some groups, 
like children and people mth 
stomach disorders, should avoid 
the drag. 

The aspirin story begins more 
than 2,000 years ago with Hippo- 
crates, the Greek father of medi- 
cine. He first tried out a brew 
made from the leaves of the white 
willow tree to help ease the p ain 
of child birth. 

Chemists later discovered that 
willow leaves contained salidn, a 
substance closely related to aspir- 
in. And in 1758 Edward Stone, an 
obscure English clergyman from 
Chipping Norton, found that the 
brew be concocted by boiling 
willow bark in water could cure a 
fever raging among his parishion- 
ers. A chemical equivalent of 
Stone's vegetable extract was 
patented in 1899 by Fritz Hoff- 


Kuwait assails plans to end revolt 


mann, a scientist working for the 
German company, Bayer. 

However, it was not until the 
1970s that Sir John Vane, a chem- 
ist working at St Bartholomews 
hospital in London, discovered 
how it actually worked: By in- 
hibiting the work of chemicals, 
called prostaglandins, in the 
blood, aspirin interrupted the 
communication of pain from 
parts of the body to the brain. 

More importantly. Vane disco- 
vered Chat aspirin could prevent 
tiny particles m the blood, called 


platelets, sticking together when 
they met diseased blood tissue. 
The drug could therefore slow 
‘down blood dotting. By prevent- 
ing the blockage of blood to the 
heart and brain, Vane showed 
how aspirin could reduce heart 
attacks and strokes in unhealthy 
people and for his pioneering 
work he won the Nobel Prize for 
medicine in 1982. 

For the past nine years, Doll's 
study has been looking at bow a 
500 milligram daily dose of aspir- 
in affects 5,000 healthy British 
doctors. Doll’s conclusion contra- 
dicts his American counterpart’s. 
The British study has found that 
aspirin does not significantly re- 
duce the risk of heart attack in 
healthy patients. 

Moreover, some researchers 






To kill or to cure? Hippocrates, top left, n»« clockwise, Hoffmann, Hennekens, EMI and Vane 


wain that the Americans may 
have missed a fatal flaw in their 
research. Although there were 
nearly twice as many heart 
attacks among those who did not 


take aspirin ( 189 ) as among those 
who did (104) the small print may 
tell a different story. 


Dr. Peter Sandercock, a neuro- 
logist at Edinburgh's Western 
General hospital, points out chat 
aspirin may induce haemorrhage 
because of its blood-thinning 
capabilities. 


He said: “The American study 
tends to gloss over the fact that in 
the aspirin-allocated group there 
were 13 brain haemorrhages 
while in the placebo [control] 
group there were only six.” 

The Americans dismiss these 
figures as statistically insignifi- 
cant. However, Sandercock 
argues that the brain haemor- 
rhage figures are alarmingly simi- 
lar to those found in other stu- 
dies, and that it is this evidence 
which has caused British resear- 


chers to pause before advising 
people to reach for their aspirin 
tablets. 

Doll said; “Although the 
American study shows a very big 
reduction in non-fatal heart 
attacks, its Endings, like our own, 
show there is no significant reduc- 
tion in the risk of fatal attacks. 
For healthy people I don't think 
the reduction in the risk of death 
is sufficient to justify the risk of 
nasty side effects such as brain 
haemorrhages.” 







Sports 
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In bitter cold, Calgary 
is busy preparing for 
1988 Winter Olympics 


By Larry Siddons 

The Associated Press 

CALGARY, Alberta — From torchbearers to ticket- 
buyers, this Canadian rocky mountain city is full of 
signs that the opening of the Winter Olympics is just 
10 days away. 


each night of the Winter Games. 

Flags of the organising commit- 
tee, known as OCO '88, are 
everywhere in the city. They are 
whipped by winds that made the 
temperature of minus 4 degrees 
seem even colder. 

Snow flurries dusted the city 


In bitter cold weather, Calgary 
is busy putting the final touches 
on preparations for 16 days of 
skiing, skating and sledding. 

The Olympic flame, ignited 
late last year by the sun in the 
warmth of ancient Olympia in 
Greece, was moving towards its 
final destination atop the 190- 
metre-high CP tower. Calvary's* 
most visible landmark. It will be 
lighted in a caldron following 
opening ceremonies Feb. 13. 

The torch run, which has car- 
ried the flame across Canada, 
travelled 65 kilometres Tuesday 
to Cranbrook in British Col- 
umbia, about 400 kilometres to 
the west of Calgary. The torch is 
scheduled to enLer Alberta pro- 
vince Thursday. 

Large crowds and good weath- 
er have followed the run, which 
Frank King, the chief executive 
officer of the Calgary Olympic 
organising committee, said had 
created a "positive avalanche" of 
Olympic anticipation. 

King carried the flame himself 
for nine kilometres Monday and 
was set to help greet the tor- 
chbearers at Alberta's border. 

Some athletes were in town 
well before the games and were 


getting acquainted with their new 
surroundings. Soviet figure skater 
Ekaterina Gordeva, a favourite 
with Sergei Grinkov to win the 
pairs gold medal, worked out at 
Okotoks, a training site outside 


overnight, but Tuesday was 
generally dear. The cold weath- 
er, which arrived late last week. 


le atmosphere is cozy here, 
like at home," the 16-year-old 
Gordeva said through an inter- 
preter. 

At Canmore, site of the Nordic 
events, Canadian medal hope 
Pien-e Harvey said he was taking 
it easy. 

“It’s time to rest,*' he said. “If 
we are not ready now, we just 
have to watch the Olympics.” 

There was no rest, however, 
for others getting ready for the 
games. 

Olympic fever 

All around Calgary, Olympic 
fever could be felt. 

Workers are busy with final 
cleanup and construction at the 
venues — Canmore Nordic Cen- 
tre, Nakiska Alpine Slopes, 
Canada Olympic Park, the Olym- 
pic Saddledome, the Olympic 
oval speed-skating rink and the 
Olympic Plaza downtown, where 
medal ceremonies will be held 


has given organisers a chance to 
stockpile snow and cover skiing 
areas with manmade snow. 

The forecast called for snow 
flurries Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, with even colder tempera- 
tures. 

The frigid weather did little to 
dissuade fans hoping to get the 
last few prime tickets for major 
events. 

More than 4,000 people, wear- 
ing ski masks, parkas and thermal 
boots and warmed by woolen 
blankets and steaming beverages, 
waited up to 14 hours Monday to 
buy leftover tickets to the open- 
ing ceremonies, ice hockey medal 
round games and other top con- 
tests. 

“It was well worth it,” said 
Kristen Cameron, who stayed up 
all night to buy two $75 seats for 
the opening ceremonies. 

The 200 available tickets for 
the opening ceremonies were the 
first to go. Organisers later re- 
ported sellouts for dosing cere- 
monies. figure skating, speeds- 
kating, short-track speedskating 
and most medal-round hockey. 


The Calgary skyline rises behind the hockey and figure-skating arena 



Olympic mascots Howdy and Hidy with a skier at Calgary 


Redskins defensive end says team deserves respect 


HONOLULU (AP) — Washing- 
ton Redskins defensive end 
Charles Mann says he hopes the 
Redskins finally get the respect 
they deserve after their 42-10 
Super Bowl victory over the De- 
never Broncos. 

“No one really seemed to give 
us much credit before,” he said 
Tuesday. 

“Considering this Super Bowl, 
and when you realise Washing- 
ton's been in three Super Bowls 
in the '80s and won two of them, I 
think maybe we'll finally get that 
respect.” 

The Redskins, underdogs to 
the Broncos going into the Super 
Bowl, roared back from a 10- 
point deficit to take complete 
control of the game Sunday in the 
second quarter. 

“We'd like to have played well 
all the way from the opening 
bell." Mann said. “It took us a 
while to get going. But we did the 
job once we did." 

Looking back on the hoopla 
surrounding the game. Mann said 
he thought that there was too 
much pre-game pressure put on 
the quarterbacks for both teams. 

“I really felt for John Elway," 
Mann said of the Broncos' quar- 
terback. “Everybody was talking 
about how he was 'the' player, 
everybody was really putting 
pressure on him. 

“It wasn’t fair, because a lot of 
other people on their team have 
to complement what he can do. I 
also felt kind of bad for the rest of 



Redskins’ Doug Williams (no: 17) poised for a superb pass during Sunday's Super Bowl game with 
Denver Broncos 


their players because they we- 
ren’t given enough credit/’ 
Mann, a fifth-year pro, is in 
Honolulu for the Pro Bowl. He 
will be playing in Sunday's Pro 
Bowl game, which pits players 
from the American and national 
conferences against each other. 
Mann will play for the National 
Conference. 

And there was too much 
ressure on Doug Williams, too,” 
fann said of the Redskins' 
quarterback who was the Super 
Bowl’s most valuable player. 

“I felt for him the same way I 
felt for Elway because there was 


player 1 
long ti 
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ATTENTION 

A course will be held for making and arranging 
flowers. 

For more information, please call tel. 
814044, Amman. 


so much stuff about Dong being 
Che first black quarterback in the 
Super Bowl. 

“That was about all you heard 
about him, but I think it was 
more important that he was a 
' who had been around for a 
time, got another chance 
and” made the most of it.” 

Mann, who mil be playing in 
the Pro Bowl for the first time, 
said he really hadn't had time to 
savour the Super Bowl victory. 

“We'll be getting ready for the 
Pro Bowl all this week, so I guess 
I really won't have time to think 
about the Super Bowl until foot- 
ball’s completely over,” he said. 


“I'm looking forward to having 
some time to let it sink in.” 

Victory parade 

In Washington, thousands of 
fans cheered their heroes 
Wednesday at a rousing Red- 
skins' victory parade down Penn- 
sylvania Avenue. 

Federal and local government 
workers were given time off and 
school students were excused for 
the event climaxing this dty’s 
excitement over the Redskins 
beating of the Broncos. 

Hundreds of people, shouting 
and waving newly purchased ban- 
ners, gathered hours before the 
11 a.m. parade began. 
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to all diplomatic missions in Amman 
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Shopping is enjoyment at the Bedouin Bazaar. Very rare 
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and unique hand-crafted bedouin and Oriental mgs, 
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carpets, brass, copper, silver jewellery, embroidery, gifts 
and souvenirs. 
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NOTICE: Bring your guests and friends We promise to 
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make you proud ol us 
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Located between 7th and Sth Circles, near (he American 

to 


Community School, next to Chilihouse Restaurant 
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Open daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
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Tel: 824485 
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STOP... ITS NEW STOP™ IT’S NEW STOP- IT’S NEW »] 


We are inviting YOU to the FILIPINO COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION Valentine's Party at AMMAN PLAZA on 
February 14, 1988 at 6:00 p.m. See FILIPINO FOLKLORIC 
DANCES, win RAFFLE PRIZES (one-way ticket to the 
Philippines). 

Tickets at JD 6 available at 
Romero Restaurant, Jean — 644227, 

Elsa — 601125 and Louie — 645161. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV. central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man, near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

1 bedroom, sitting room. 
Location: 4th Circle, Jabal 
Amman. 

Tel. 642855, 644891. 


Ditka, Biletnikoff, Ham and 
Page elected to Hall of Fame 


CANTON, Ohio (AP) — Mike 
Ditka said it really wasn't fair to 
have had as much fun as he did 
playing football and still be 
elected to the American Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 

The Chicago Bears coach was 
elected Tuesday along with Fred 
Bfletnikoff, Jack Ham and Alan 
Page. 

“It’s min d boggjing,” said Dit- 
ka, who playedl2 years in the 
National Football League (NFL) . 
as a tight end. 

Bfletnikoff, a flanker with the 
O aklan d Raiders famed for his 
timing and exacting pass routes, 
said, “I can’t tell you how exdted 
I am. It’s a big, big thrill for me.” 

Ham, a key performer in the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ “steel cur- 
tain” during fonr Super Bowl 
victories in the 1970s, said, “I’m 
ecstatic. I’m going in with some 
pretty good company.” 

Page, a cornerstone at defen- 
sive tackle on the Minnesota Vik- 
ings’ famed “purple people ea- 
ters” defence, said, “(my) whole 
career was a highlight. 

Ditka is the fiist pure tight end 
ever elected to the hall. Biletni- 


koff is the fifth raider to get the 
honour. Ham was the second 
from flie Steelers’ Super 
rl years to be honoured, fol- 
lowing “Mean Joe” Greene. Page 
became the second Viking to 
make the halL joining quarter- 
back Fran Tarkenton. 

Ditka did not miss a start in 84 
games with the Bears and earned 
all-pro honours his first four sea- 
sons. He had 427 receptions for 
5,812 yards and 43 touchdowns in 
his career. 

Biletnikoff, who will turn 45 
later this month, spent 14 years 
with the Raiders. He caught 589 
passes — seventh best all-time — 
for 8,974 yards and 76 touch- 
downs. He caught 40 or more 
passes for 10 straight seasons, and 
his 70 catches for 1,167 yards and 
10 touchdowns in 19 post-season 
games were records at the time of 
his retirement. 

Ham, 39, missed only four 
ies in his first 10 seasons in the 
The outside linebacker 
from Penn State finished a 12- 
career with 25Vl sacks, 21 
ible recoveries and 32 in- 
terceptions. 


Tyson, Spinks to fight in June 


NEW YORK (AP) — An at 

ment has been reached for a I 

Tyson-Michael Spinks 
heavyweight title fight in June, 
Spinks' advisor said Wednesday. 

Butch Lewjp said the agree- 
ment is being reduced to writing. 
“By the time the lawyers get 
done..., the contract could be 
signed by next week," Lewis said. 

Lewis said an exact date has 
not been set but that the closed 
circuit television fight will take 
place in June. A site has yet to be 
picked. 

“Everyone is interested in get- 
ting it, said Jimmy Jacobs, 
Tyson's co-manager. 

Negotiations with Lewis were 
conducted by Shelly Finkel, who 
was serving as a go-between for 
Jacobs and co-manager Bill 
Cayton. Cayton said he and 
Jacobs would not deal with Lewis 


personally after Lewis walked out 
of a negotiating session Jan. 23, 
the day after Tyson knocked out 
Larry Holmes in Atlantic City. 

Spinks will fight for a flat sum 
plus a few incentives. His guaran- 
tee reportedly is in the neigh- 
bourhood of $12.5 million to 
$13.5 million. 

Everything else will go to 
Tyson with promoter Don King 
being paid out of the champion’s 
revenues. Tyson is expected to 
earn at least $17 milli on . 

“If the thing hits a home run 
and the net is close to $40 million, 
Tyson can touch $20 million, 
Fuikel said. 

Tyson, the 21-year-old undis- 
puted champion, is next sche- 
duled to fight March 21 against 
Tony Tubbs in Tokyo. 

Both Tyson and Spinks are 
undefeated. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A Jordanian contracting company requires an executive secretary with 
the foliowing qualifications: 

— Ruent in both Arabic and English 

— Experienced in filing systems 

— Acquainted with administrative procedures 

— Very good typing in Arabic and English and telex 

— Minimum three years experience 


Interested applicants should write to the Personnel Manaoei 
P.O. Box 212316, Amman. Copies of experience and qualifies 
tlon certificates must be attached. 


r, 
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MODELS NEEDED FOR 
? HAIRSTYLIST 

t*;-' (Jordanian National Team) 

The General Syndicate for Beauty Parlour Owners will be 
holding a Festival on March 27. 1988 in Amman. Models 
are required for practice two weeks before this date, as 
well as for the festival. 

Please ring 621107 from 11 a.m. to 6:00 p.m, 673974 
after 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Models will receive payment and a gift. 


Wales sacks manager Mike England 


CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — Mike England, the 
Welsh soccer, was fired W< 


mao of 

squad’s Cardiff headquarters when the decision was 

and was unavailable for comment The dismissal of the often 

■ - ' had been forecast ever since he tailed to take 

I - -1 * . ll/Artf 


q rn giann naa Deco iotggmm. ~ 

Wales to the finals of the year’s European championships m west 
Germany. A former Welsh international player, m*oa44 raps 
at centreback, England took over as manager in April, 1980. Two 
veare ago, he agreed to take a pay cut andteomerart-tiine boss 
after Wales narrowly failed to qualify for the 1986 World Cup 
finals Wales has not qualified for the finals of a major 
international tournament since 1958. But under England, it won 
more games than it lost, with 22. victories and 18 defeats in 56 
matches.. 

Pele says U.S. should host World Cup 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Former soccer super star Pde says 
Brazil is “a bankrupt country" and unable to sponsor the World 
Cup in 1994. “A country where many people go hungry and that 
has the largest debt in the world can’t think of promoting a World 
Cup with the government’s money,” Pele tola reporters Monday 
at the Sao Paulo state soccer federation office. Pele, now a 


in Euro 
it will 


successful businessman and actor, has frequently spoken out in 
favour of holding the 1994 cup in the United States. The cup 
should be held where it’s best for soccer. I’ll only defend the plan 
to hold it in Brazil if it’s done with private funds, but with 
government money it’s absurd,” he said. Brazil is beset with 
economic woes including 365 per cent inflation and a foreign drat 
totalling $113 billion. But the government has applied to host the 
1994 world Cup, along with the United States, Chile and 
Morocco. The World Cup, soccer’s top event, is held alternately 
)pe and the Americas. In 1986 it was in Mexico, and in 1990 
be held in Italy. 

Police hold 18 in soccer violence swoop 

LONDON (AP) — In a dawn raid on homes in London and the 
capital's outer suburbs, police arrested 18 people Wednesday and 
said they hoped to have “broken the back of a hard-core element” 
of alleged soccer thugs. A cache of weapons inducting; knives, 
flick-knives, coshes and a crossbow were sized by 90 officers 
during the raids, a police statement said. It said the operation 
followed a long-term investigation into violence and serious 
disorder connected with “so-called football fans aliened to 
Arsenal football dub,” in particular events surrour 
Arsenal-Mill wall F.A. Cup third round match on Jan. 9. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Harvny Chyka 


ACROSS 
1 Win* *xp«t 
7 — Scott 
11 Cootar 

14 Breaths 

15 Roof ovarftang 
IB Satan's sUtc 

abbr. 

17 Quanaeo kin 

18 Phaaa 
1 8 Unit 

20 laothar of 
Castor 

21 Wbritad 
together 

24 Ocoan vassal 
28 “Days of Wins 
and — " 

27 Palntar 
Edouard 
30 Poa pi SCO 
32 Sound of 
bnpattanco 
33. Pindaric 
34 Satisfied 
37 — avts 
40 Random firing 
42 Banda usod tn 
molding 

44 Puma dal — 

45 Staara 

47 Animal hfda 

48 Saaa 

50 Bounder 

51 Orge. 

53 Uproar 

55 Tractor man 
57 Worn 
80 Natwork 

84 Time 

85 Redtnad 

88 Poker player 
at times 

68 Fleur da — 

69 Light color 

70 Duma and 
Castle 

71 Trsa 

72 SMie stiff. 

73 Mystic of 
old 

DOWN 

1 Mata 

2 Car part 

3 Fish 

4 Max. dish 
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Yas toria Vi Panto Sohwd: 

5 Anything 
high-flown 

6 Pina 
exudation 

7 Ruin 

8 Paco 

9 Always 

10 Lam 

11 Stems 

12 WBd 
buffalo 

13 Wishes 

22 Disposed to 
family 
favoritism 

23 Woo 
25 Yon 

27 Ba su ll en 

28 Fusses 

29 Urticaria 
31 Cryphyaphar 

38 Period 

38 Check 

39 Snaksa 
41 Nat 
43 Autocrat 
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46 Tincture of 
opium; var. . 
48 Rang 

52 Group 

53 Stone tablet 

54 Eratl of 
tennis 

56 Weird 


58 Fresh-water 
fish 

58 Whirring 
sound 

61 Old-Ums Slavs 

62 Youngster 

63 Gaelic 

67 — gratis arUs 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, dining room, salon, 2 baths, 
kitchen, with central heating (combination) and garage. 
Located opposite main entrance gate of Rosary College In 
Shmeisani. 

Please call tel. 622049, 668531. 


REQUIRED 

The United Nations Children's Fund, (UNICEF), 
requires the services of a travel agent. Bidders 
are invited to collect a copy of our requirements 
from the UNICEF offices located at the Borj 
Building, 3rd Circle, 11th floor, Room 102, 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. daily, except 
Friday and Saturday. 

Closing date for bids is Feb. 29, 1988. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


BREAKING ALL 
THE RULES 


IVriofmsiKcOr Vi.A iil.x .Ui, io-WI 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


ALFREDS... 

ALFREDS 


.1. HI. A. 1.1. K. 111. Hfc.W 



^Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


ROBO COP 


Performances .1:30. mm. X:*l, Hfc.Uj 
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Deposits at Post Office 
Savings Fund reach JD 7m 

topuMfc at the Post Office 
Sawngs Fund m the first 10th months of 1987 amounted to JD 7.049 
mfton compared with JD 6.085 for the same period of 1986, 
to a statistical bulletin issued by the Central Bank of 

The bulletin said that the number of 
the end of October 1987 coi 
1986. It also said that foe 
couatxy compared with 281 by the" end tf 19% 

These branches, it said, granted loans totalling JD 410,000 to 
member s of th e public in the first 10 months of 1987 and that the 
tund s investments in development projects amounted to JD 6.14 
muhou by the end of October 1987. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordanian cigarette output increases 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan produced 3,584,500,000 cigarettes in 
the first 11 months of 1987 compared with 3,045,300,000 in the 



. . — compared 

previous month, wben a total of 357.4 million cigarettes were 
produced. 

Banks in Jordan expand credit facilities 

AMMAN (Petra) — Banks in Jordan granted credit facilities 
totalling JD 1,557,204,000 to industrial, commercial, municipal 
and touristic organisations, according to a statistical bulletin 
issued by the Central B ant of Jordan. The bulletin said that the 
facilities were offered between Jan. 1 and Nov. 30 of 1987 and 
that the amount represent an increase of JD 166.4 million over 
figures of the same period of 1986. According to die bulletin, the 
construction, commercial and municipal sectors were among 
those acquiring die lion’s share in these facilities. The three 
received a total of JD 956.763 million. 

Jordanian fair to be held in S. Arabia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian trade fair wifi be held in Riyadh 
later this month displaying samples of Jordan’s industrial pro- 
ducts, according to an announcement by the Jordanian Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation (JCCC). The announcement said that 
die week-long fair wifi open on Feb. 24 and that interested 
Jordanian companies should in fo r m the JCCC by Feb. 10. 


S. Arabia imposes road tax 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia introduced road tax for vehicles of 
200 riyals ($54) a year Tuesday in a fresh bid to increase revenues, 
government officials said. The tax is expected to add about $200 
million a year to state coffers, hit by a sharp decline in prices for oil. 


in pnees 

Saudi Arabia’s main export earner” Vehicle owners wifi pay die tax 
when renewing registrations. The kingdom last month cancelled 
'’~ds to collect income tax from expatriate workers after the move 
tight strong protests. 


Qatar Petrochemical Company 
registers $23 million profit 


DOHA (R) — Qatar Petroche- 
mical Co.. (QAPCO) said Tuesday 
it bad turned a 1986 loss into a 
profit of 85 million riyals ($23 
million) daring 1987., --- 

‘The company, owned 84 per 
cent by the government hnldtng 
company Qatar General Pet- 
roleum Carp. (QGPC) and 16 per 
cent by France's Cfrarbonnages 
de France-Chxmie, had repented 
a 1986 loss of 57 mfflion riyals 
($15.6 million). 

The company said turnover in- 
creased to 454 million riyals 
($124.4 million) in 1987 from 447 


million riyals ($122.4 million) in 
1986. 

QAPCO's General Manager 
Michel Fenain attributed the tur- 
,_HarpuDd.4o_eQ^t . cuts , and; irn- 

wfaich 
tonne 

imparea witn xxju m 1986. 

He said production of ethylene 
increased to 263,000 tonnes from 

258.000 tonnes in 1986, linear low 
density polyethylene decreased to 

174.000 tonnes from 176,000 ton- 
nes and sulphur increased to 

48.000 tonnes from 45,000 
tonnes. 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 4. 1988 

•SB HOROSCOPE 

Rom the Canofl Ffighter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; Yon 
should pay particular attention to 
tfaa details oi a new course of action 
before a minor Raw baa a dunce to 
cause you some big trouble. Try to 
think a couple of moves ahead so 
yon won’t be taken by surprise. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Seek 
out the advice of expert* with both 
old and new pants of view. Com- 
bine these two opinions and get the 
beat of both worlds. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 

Yon may encounter an opportuni- 
ty to engage in an old- favorite 
recreation today. This would 
brighten your mood considerably. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 

Work on modernizing and improv- 
ing the condition of your house, 
then invite some old friends in for 

an evening of entertainment. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Get your transportation 
situation better organized now, 
while you have the ti m e. Try to cut 
down on vour ezoflOflCi 

LEO (JnL 22 toAug. 21) Make 
some rearrangements at home 
which will add same cheer and com- 
fort to the place, bat make sure you 
don’t spend too much money. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
may fed a bit run down this morn*' 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 1988 


mg. but spend the day with some 
good friends. By evening, you 
should fed quite content. 

UBRA (Sept 25 to Oct 22) Make 
some time to sit down and diacuss 
with your mate how you can get 
along better in the future. Team- 
work can work wonders. 

SCORPIO (Oct- 23 to Nov. 21) If 
you’re having some trouble getting 
your affairs organized, seek out the 
advice of an expert. Be sure to get 
plenty of rest taught. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Show that you value the opin- 
ions of a superior, and you'll get 
much more support from this per- 
son now and in the future. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A new enterprise could bring you 
greater success, but be sure you 
understand al) of the Kahili tie s 
before becoming involved. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Forget all that socializing today, 
and concern yourself with more 
practical matters. Your mate can 
give you some good advice. . 

- PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be 
alert to what is happening around 
you so that you can take advantage 
of any opportunities. Make revt 
atoos to a recent agreement. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
day will start off on a happy, benign 
: note, but some ill will and 
arguments could easily destroy 
that. Be sure yon remain calm and 
poised, and sidestep any confronta- 
tions if you are able. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your 
drily routines may seem s bit bor- 
ing; but If yon go r unning off to 
something new, you could get into 
a whole heap of trouble. 

’ TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Don’t involve yourself in an argu- 
ment between a good friend and a 
business acquaintance — it wiu 
resolve itself very quickly. . • 

GEMINI QdajJl to Jews 21) 
Schedule your time carefully so 
that yon can handle borne and fanu- ' 
. ly affairs without neglecting your 
business and poraonal interests. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Steer dear of an argument 
between & good friend and a f ellow 
worker. Keep occupied with your 
work, but don’t get boraedirwn. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Trying 
to make peace between your mate 
end ■ I wi i w Mwil dfl WOUki Mt 

be wise; you would likely wind up 
' bong the loser. 

^&GO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Don't let a family' friend keep you! 


at bone doing something unimpor- 
tant wben you have vital matters 
to deal with in business. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) You 
should plan to spend more time 
with your mate tonight, so don’t so- 
eept a social invitation winch is ex- 
tended to you alone. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Ig- 
nore that fadlvfdaal who keeps 
pAstering yob to lend torn money, 
and stay around individuals with 
whom you foal comfortable. 

SAGITTARIUS <Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Da something to assist a parson 

in tbe business world wboean later 
help you with credit and career af- 
fairs, but maintain your pride. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
plan your schedule so that you’ll 
have pknty of time for your family 
and frinub. Don’t let anyone hinder 
your progress in business. 

AQUARIUS (Jan- 21 to Feb. 19) 
■If a good friend needs your help to 

pay an important bill, be generous. 

This person has done you many 
favors in tkapaat. ^ 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Don’t get involved is an argument 
between a superior and an 
associate, or yen. could end up 
i floors. 


Gulf Arab alumi n ium industry 
plans maj or expansion proj ects 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf ahnni- 
mum producers believe cheap 
energy supplies may be tbe key 
that wifi turn the region into a 
major force in the world’s alumi- 
nium industry. 

After a year of record Gulf 
production, plans for a major 
expansion in smelting capacity 
axe to go ahead in spite of a 
recession caused by declining 
government oil revenues. 

One of two Golf smelters is 
preparing to boost capacity 25 per 
cent, construction of a thin) smel- 
ter is scheduled to begin in July 
and plans for a fourth are being 
studied.' 

“We’re working on the basis of 
vast closures m the United 
States,” said one industry consul- 
tant “Everyone has agreed that a 
third smelter in the Gulf — and 
maybe a fourth — is possible.” 

Gudvin Tofte, chief executive 
of Aluminium Bahrain (Alba) 
says the price at which he can seu 
alumurinm has nearly doubled 
over a year to $1,900 a tonne. 

“Right now, there are no signs 
prices will fall,” be told Reuters 
m an interview. 

The Gulfs main advantage is 
its huge fields of natural gas. 
which nave made power costs for 
local producers cheaper than 
those for most producers else- 
where in the world, according to 
officials in the energy-intensive 
industry. 

Canada’ s aluminium industry 


can rely on vast resources of 
cheap hydro-electric power, but 
U.S. producers, who account for 
a big share of the 13 to 15 million 
tonnes of annual world produc- 
tion, have been hit by rising 
energy costs. 

One local industry source be- 
lieves up to 11 U.S. smelters will 
have to dose in die near future, 
and Gulf producers with cheaper 
energy can take their place. 

The local industry has won an 
increasing share of the interna- 
tional market 

With no exploitable ore de- 
posits, raw material comes mostly 
from Australia, and with a local 
market of only around 100,000 
tonnes per year, exports go main- 
ly to the Far East 

Dubai Aluminium Company 
Ltd. (Dubai) said its 1987 produc- 
tion of 155,876 tonnes was the 
highest since the plant opened in 
the late 197Qs. 

Alba, winch started op in 1971 , 
also reported a record 1987 out- 
put or 180,344 frames. Neither 
company has released profit fi- 
gures. 

Of the two new plants under 
consideration, the 240,000 tonne 
a year Umm Al Qaiwain Alumi- 
nium Company (UmaJco) smelter 
in the United Arab Emirates is 
further advanced. 

Umalco officials say they hope 
to have all of 15 or 16 contracts to 
build tbe $1.2 billion plant signed 
by May, and die three-year con- 


struction project should begin by 
July. 

They say Chinese companies 
have agreed to lift a big share of 
its production for 12 years after 
the plant is finished 

Tbe Gulf Organisation for In- 
dustrial Consulting (GOIC), 
owned by tbe governments of 
seven countries in the region, 
says it will make a feasibility 
study for a fourth Gulf smelter 
during 1988. 

GOIC said tbe focus is on 
Qatar because of abundant gas 
reserves, although Kuwait, 
B ahrain , Oman and Saudi Arabia 
ait also in the running. 

‘ In the next few weeks, Alba 
will invite tenders for the first 
phase of an 80 minion dinar ($212 
million) expansion and mod- 
ernisation programme. 

In the 45 million dinar ($120 
million) first phase, to begin in 
mid-year for an end-of r 1989 star- 
tup, Alba will upgrade'tbe power 
station to save energy. 

Tbe programme also calls for 
adding 76 reduction cells for a 
total 25,000 tonnes of increased 
capacity. 

The 35 milli on dinar ($93 mil- 
lion) second phase, to start in 
mid-1988, involves adding com- 
puter-controlled process technol- 
ogy and a gas collection system. 

When it is finished at the end of 
1991, annual capacity wifi have 
risen another 20,000 tonnes. 


Arab Banking Corp. boosts loss reserves 


BAHRAIN (R) — B ahrain ’s big- 
gest offshore bank, Arab Bank- 
ing Corp. (ABC), said Tuesday it 
was adding $375 million to Third 
World debt provisions and would 
declare no profit for 1987. 

The bank, jointly owned by 
Kuwait, Libya and the Gulf emi- 
rate of Abu Dhabi, said its move 
was taken to cope with a new 
international trend in setting 
aside reserves against developing 
countries. 

It would boost the bank’s cover 
to 22^ per cent of its total loan 
exposure to those nations resche- 
duling their debt 
President and chief executive 
Abdulla Saudi told Reuters: “We 
want to show we have built up 
enough reserves throughout tbe 
years to cope with file new trend 
m die market.” 

A financial statement from the 


bank said $158 million were allo- 
cated to provisions from 1987 
operating profits plus $217 mil- 
lion from reserves and retained 
earnings. 

Some $125 millio n came from 
an “extraordinary financial re- 
serve” the bank set up in 1982 
with the specific aim of setting 
aside some profits each year 
against the possible future reduc- 
tion in value of its assets. 

The result of die move is to 
reduce shareholders’ funds to 
$1.06 billion from $1-26 bflhoa at 
the end of 1986, but Saudi said: 
“We still have good shareholders’ 
equity, it is over $1 billion. ” 

The measures mean ABC will 
pay no dividend to shareholders — 
tiie Kuwaiti Ministry of finance, 
Libyan Treasury and Abu Dhabi- 
Investment Authority. It de- 


clared a net profit in 1986 of $107 
millio n and paid out $53 millio n 

With tbe exception of some 
specialised investment houses, 
ABC is the second major interna- 
tional bank in Bahrain to reveal 
1987 results. The consortium 
b ank Aria bank International — 
10 per cent owned by ABC — 
took a $132 million loss in a move 
to boost its provisions to 19 per 
cent of loans. 

The level of provirions set 
aside by Bahrain-based banks has 
often been a secret and ABC had 
not speci fie d its level before. 

ABC's operating profit in- 
creased 7.4 per cent m 1987 to 
$188 milli on despite a fall in 
interest income from some na- 
tions with debt problems, while 
group assets rose a strong 20 per 
cent to $17.55 billion at end-1987. 


Gold price drops sharply 


LONDON (R) — Gold pnees fell sharply Wednes- 
day but the dollar was pushed upwards by what 
several dealers described as market rumours — 
unsubstantiated from any official source — that 
there had been a nuclear accident in the Soviet 
Union. 


Share prices were mixed as 
traders worried that risk of a U.S. 
economic slowdown was tiring. 

Before the accident rumours 
hit the currency markets, the 
mice of gold dropped more than 
$11 an ounce to trade as low as 
$445 in Zurich — its lowest since 
July. It was later fixed in London 
in mid-morning at $447.20, down 
$8.80 on Tuesday’s afternoon set- 
ting, and there was no sign of it 
recovering by midday. 

The dollar moved np about 
three-quarters of a pfennig and 
half a yen to trade at midday 
around 1.6875 Deutschemarlcs 
and 128.40 yen. 

Dealers said the nuclear acci- 
dent rumours coincided with a 
rare round of dollar-bnying by 
some communist countries. 
There was no immediate com- 
ment from Moscow or from en- 
vironmental monitoring stations 
in Europe on the rumours. 

For t he th ird straight day, Lon- 
don’s FTSE 100 share index 
traded within four points either 
way of 1,770, while Tokyo’s Nik- 
kei 225-share index dipped 76.84 
points, or 0.32 per cent, to 
23,595.37. 

“All the indicators are now 
shaping up to show a distinct 
.slowdown in the U.S. economy, 
which suggests we aren’t going to 
see inflation,” said John Harris, 
an analyst at London commodity 
brokers Rudolf Wolff and Co. 
Ltd. 

Except for precious metals, 
trading in most financial markets 
was subdued. Dealers said they 
were waiting the outcome of talks 


between U.S. Treasury Secretary 
James Baker and West German 
Finance Minister Gerhard Stol- 
tenberg later Wednesday. 

The meeting, expected to last 
two hours, wiu be their first talks 
since Oct. 19 when the U.S. 
Treasury arranged a lightning 
visit by Baker to Bonn to try to 
calm a trans-Atlantic war of 
words over West German econo- 
mic policy and ease financial mar- 
ket jitters. 

The meeting failed to produce 
results. Withm hours the dis- 
appointment helped to send the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
{dunging 508 points, or 22.6 per 
cent, dragging other stock mar- 
kets around the world down with 
it. 

U.S. banks cat lending rates 

Meanwhile, dealers in curren- 
cies, shares and precious metals 
said Tuesday’s U.S. government 
report that its index of leading 
economic indicators was down for 
the third consecutive month 
pointed to slowing growth. In a 
move that could give the Amer- 
ican economy a boost, U.S. 
banks cut lending rates. 

Investors who typically see 
gold *as the safest haven when 
rising prices erode the value of 
cash have now decided it is time 
to sell bullion. 

Dealers said Asian and Middle 
Eastern traders were heavy sel- 
lers on Wenesday. That selling 
sparked off sales by speculators in 
Europe, especially in Switzer- 
land. 

For the dollar, slow U.S. eco- 


nomic growth could be a mixed 
blessing, dealers said. A slow- 
down would cut the massive U.S. 
trade deficit, which has helped to 
halve tbe value of the dollar 
against the yen and the mark 
since early 19S5. 

But it makes most investments 
in the United Stales less attrac- 
tive. That cuts demand for dol- 
lars. 

Expectations that foreign in- 
vestors would be big buyers at the 
three-day. $27 billion auction of 
U.S. government bonds which 
started Tuesday bad been prop- 
ping the dollar. 

In bond markets around the 
world, the prospect of slower 
U.S. economic growth is whetting 
investors' appetites for financing 
the U.S. government’s budget 
deficit. Many expect interest 
rates will come down, boosting 
bond prices. 

U-S. government bonds traded 
in Europe held steady, despite 
the additional supply of paper 
hitting the market because of the 
quarterly auction. Japanese, 
French, Dutch and West German 
bonds rose. 

West German shares rose, with 
Frankfurt's 30-share Boersen- 
Zeitung index up 2.75 points to 
258,71 , bnt most other stock mar- 
kets were steady. 

The Paris Bourse indicator rose 
0.74 per cent and Amsterdam’s 
CBS All Share index was un- 
changed at 71.9. Swiss shares 
eased slightly. 

Milan’s MIB index fell 2.4 per 
cent, with shares in Gruppo rer- 
ruzri companies falling sharply 
for the third straight day after the 
agribusiness-based conglomerate 
announced a major] - - 



rose 

Singapore shares were mixed and 
Sydney's All Ordinaries index 
rose 7.8 points to 1,248.4. 


Asian ‘graduates’ blast U.S. on trade 


GENEVA (R) — Singapore, 
Hong Kong and South Korea 
criticised the United States Tues- 
day for removing them from its 
list of developing territories eligi- 
ble for exporting goods to me 
United States duty-free. 

The protests were made at a 
monthly closed-door meeting of 
the ruling council of the 96-nation 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATQ, delegates 
said. 

Tbe White House announced 
the move, which also affects non- 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares struggled back from their lows after 
Wall Street recovered from an opening sell-off on unconfirmed 
reports of a possible nuclear accident in the Soviet Union. 

Up until midsession shares had been dull, drifting on lack of 
support with investors uncertain about the outlook for U.K. and 
U.S. interest rates, dealers said. British base lending rates rose Vi 
point to nine per cent, Monday while U.S. prime rates were cut V* 
point to 8% per cent Tuesday. 

By 1551 GMT the FTSE 100 index had recovered to be 11 
points down at 1,763.4 after the low of 1,756.9 abort half an hour 
after the 1430 GMT Wall Street stock market opening. 

Dealers said Tuesday’s prime rate cut by major U.S. banks 
should bode well for tbe London market as it takes some of the 


upward pressure off rates here. However, many investors feel the 
UJC authorities may raise interest rates again if inflation looks as 
if it is gaming a foothold. 

Gold shares stood oat with heavy losses, as tbe bullion price 
slipped to its lowest level since July last year. Five dollars was 
sliced off the price of producer Vaal Reefs at 86- Vi. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON pi) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


Ooe S 
One U.S. 


liar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7640/50 

1.2765/75 

1.6890/6900 

1.8966/96 

1.3775/85 

35.28/32 

5.6990/7020 

1243/1245 

128.37/47 

6.0450/0500 

6.3900/50 

6.4550/4600 

445.26/446.25 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


GATT member Taiwan, on Jan. 
29. Washington said their strong 
economies meant the four no’ 
longer qualified for special trade 
concessions under the General- ' 
ised System of Preferences 
(GSP). 

Trade representatives from 
Singapore, Hong Kong and South 
Korea took the floor to protest 
the U.S. action to “graduate" 
them out of the GSP scheme was 
discriminatory, delegates said. 

“At a time when the United 
States is malting efforts to en- 
courage its trading partners to 
open up their markets and to 
reduce or eliminate their unfair 
trade practices, tbe United States 
would be sending the wrong sig- 
nal by the accelerated graduation 
of a free-trading nation such as 
Singapore,” the ambassador from 
Singapore, See Chak Mon, said 
in a speech. 

Ambassador See said 96 per 
cent of U.S. exports to 
entered its market 
against 76 per cent of his coun- 
try’s exports to America. 

Removal of GSP benefits to 
Singapore would reduce tbe fi- 
gure of Singaporean goods enter- 
ing the United States without 
tariffs to 45 per cent, be said. 
“This unbalance of market access 
needs to be corrected, not made 
worse.” 

Michael Cartland, Hong 


mg’s representative to the 
OT, said in a speech that U.S. 


Konf 
GA1 

products entering - Hone Kong at 
zero tariffs were S3 billion — 
roughly double the value of Hong 
Kong goods currently entering 
America duty-free ($1.4 bflljon). 

South Korea’s delegate com- 
mented in a statement: “The 
criteria for graduation (from the 
GSP scheme) have been neither 
clearly nor convincingly spelled 
out ... The derision of the U.S. 
government, which is not based 
on objective criteria, will 
adversely affect the development 
of the less developed countries 
and their trade expansion." 

Japan, under strong interna- 
tional pressure to open its agri- 
cultural markets to foreign goods, 
has won cautious applause for 
accepting a GATT report urging 
it to remove import quotas on lu 
farm products. 

The United States, which filed 
a complaint about the quotas in 
October 1986, welcomed Japan’s 
agreement Tuesday to adopt tbe 
report by a dispute panel of 
GATT. 

Tokyo had blocked the report 
at a meeting in December. 

Delegates saw Japan as making 
a first if hesitant step to allow 
broader access to its vast internal 
market, one of the trade orga- 
nisation's main targets. 


Peanuts 



ITS 5UPPOSB7 TO HAVE 
FIVE CENTS IN IT/ , 


Mutfn’ Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I'll eat fewer fattening Christmas 
cookies if you make them into 
repulsive shapes like bills, my boss...’ 


Andy Capp 



lets put jt this m** 
rube — if he hamo 

hUWE HIS CONSCIENCE 
■ T^KENOUTITWOULP 
BE A Ml NOR OPERATION 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tone* to each equate, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

As you know, I'm the 

boss around here 


GALLE 



nnr 






DENEY 



□z 

□ 

0_ 



UNCOOP 








•■l 


HE'S SURE TO LET 
YOU KNOW THAT HE'S 
THE ONE WHO WEARS 
THE PANTS IN 
THE FAMILY 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^[I XUXxrm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: WEARY POKED CARNAL BEHALF 

Answer: What some young Amertoen tourists might 
call the money they use In Parts— 

FRENCH 1 















World news 
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South Africa supports all-party 
conference on Angola, Namibia 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa is ready to 
sit down with Angola’s Marxist government at an 
all-party regional conference providing the pro- 
Western Angolan rebel movement UNITA also takes 
part, Foreign Minister Pik Botha said. 


In a television interview Tues- 
day night, Botha backed the idea 
of a conference to discuss the 
future of South African-control- 
led Namibia but he indicated 
Pretoria first wanted firm assur- 
ances of a Cuban withdrawal 
from Angola. 

“Merely to talk without mak- 
ing progress now on the issue of 
Cuban withdrawal, in ifiy opinion 
would be futile," he said. 

His remarks followed a U.S. 
statement that Angola had 
accepted the idea that all Cuban 
troops should leave its territory if 
a regional peace settlement could 
be reached. 

Pretoria has made withdrawal 
of the 40,000 Cubans a pre-condi- 
tion for giving up the former 
German coloay of Namibia which 
it controls in defiance of the 
United Nations. 


South Africa's state radio re- 
ported that diplomatic negotia- 
tions on the apparent break- 
through took place in Washing- 
ton Tuesday. It said U.S. offi- 
cials, who have been striving for 
years to resolve the interlocked 
conflicts in Namibia and Angola, 
held discussions with South Afri- 
can Ambassador Piet Koornhof 
into the night. 

South Africa, which keeps 
troops on the Namibian-Angola 
bonier, backs UNITA (National 
Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola) rebels who have 
been fighting the government since 
Angola gained independence 
from Portugal 13 years ago. 

Botha named a number of par- 
ties who should attend any con- 
ference. including UNITA, the 
South African-appointed admi- 
nistration in Namibia and the 


South West Africa People's 
Organisation (SWAPO) guerrilla 
movement winch has been fight- 
for Namibian independence, 
inwhile the commissioner 
of Angola’s southeastern Mexico 
province said Tuesday govern- 
ment troops killed 1,736 guerril- 
las of the UNITA rebel move- 
ment in fighting throughout the 
region last year, according to a 
report monitored in Lisbon of the 
Angolan News Agency 
(ANGOP). 

Meanwhile, a UNITA state- 
ment released in Lisbon claimed 
rebel forces Monday captured the 
last border town under govern- 
ment control in the same 
vince, killing 57 troops and 
ing another 100 to seek safety in 
neighbouring Zambia. 

Angop said Mexico Commis- 
sioner Jaime Baptista Donge 
announced in the provincial 
capital Luena that troops loyal to 
the Marxist Popular Movement 
for the liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) party government also 
captured 20 UNITA guerrillas, 
seven tonnes of ammunition, 640 


_ and six vehicles from the 
rebels in the province in 1987. 

According to the report, 
Donge said another 2,000 UN- 
ITA guerrillas gave themselves 
up to local authorities “taking 
advantage of onr national policy 
of demency." 

The UNITA note, signed by 
rebel Chief of Staff Gen. Demos- 
tenes Amos Chilingutila, said re- 
bel units overran the Mo xico 
town of Karipande Monday after 
an hour's fighting. 

A high-ranking member of 
SWAPO said Tuesday he did not 
believe Angola would agree to a 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
its territory without first security 
guarantees of a parallel pullout of 
South African forces. 

Hage Geingob, a member of 
SWAPO's poutburo, was com- 
menting on an announcement in 
Washington on total Cuban 
pullout. 

"I don’t think the Angolans 
would allow the Cubans to with- 
draw without the South Africans 
withdrawing as well. There is no 
way they would risk that," Geing- 
told r - - - 


ob 


Renters in Lusaka. 


Filipino army vows daily 
attacks on rebel hideouts 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
military vowed to launch a cam- 
paign to keep Communist guerril- 
las on the run but warned that 
hundreds of rebel hit-men had 
slipped into Manila slums signall- 
ing a new wave of assassinations. 

“We have to go out and des- 
troy the enemy?., we want to 
bring the fight to wherever they 
are." Armed Forces Chief 
General Renato De Villa said 
Tuesday, hours after a suspected 
rebel gunned down another 
policeman in a Manila suburb. 

Elsewhere, troops for the third 
day running fired into the air to 
dispense rioters protesting alleged 


cheating by a government mayor- 
al candidate in last month’s elec- 
tions in suburban Muntinlupa 
town. 

In nearby Cavite, 20 people 
were injured when followers of 
newly elected Mayor Julian 
Medina and his rival clashed out- 
side the city hall Tuesday while- 
Medina was taking his oath of 
office. 

Ds Villa announced a new 
thrust in counter-insurgency 
strategy involving the use of civi- 
lian volunteers to protect popula- 
tion centres, freeing troops for an 
all-out war on the communist 
New People’s Army (NPA). 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
SIM7 non mmu Smcn me 


-REGICIDE' 15 A BRIDGE CRIME 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*KS53 
^ K 10 9 6 
0742 

• 85 

WEST EAST 

• QJ 107 0 ♦ A 9 4 

V 4 752 

OKJ6 10 9 8 3 

• Q 10 4 3 •K J 62 

SOUTH 

• 2 

S7AQJ873 
• 0 AQ6 
• A97 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1C 1 ♦ 2? 2 * 

4 7 Rasa Paaa Pass 

Opening lead; Queen of ♦ 


Among the bromides responsible 
for the high rate of suicide among 
bridge players is "cover an honor 
with an honor." That is sound ad- 
vice in most cases, but sometimes it 
is clearly wrong. 

This hand is from a team game 
and at both tables the final con- 
tract was four hearts. Note North’s 
free raise to two hearts: it is sel- 
dom right to pass even with slight 
values when you have four-card 
support for partner's suit. 

At both tables the opening lead 


was the queen of spades. At one 
table declarer gaily called for the 
king from dummy. East won the 
ace and shifted to the ten of dia- 
monds. Declarer had no option bat 
to finesse. West won and returned 
the suit. In the fullness of time, de- 
clarer lost three tricks in the minor 
suits in addition to a spade for 
down one. Unfortunate, hnrnun? 

At the other table South decided 
West could not have been 
underleading the ace of spades, so 
he played low from the table. West 
shifted to a trump, taken by 
dummy's six. Declarer ruffed a 
spade with a high crump, overtook 
the seven of trumps with the nine 
to draw the last trump, then led an- 
other spade. When East produced 
the ace, it was all over. 

Declarer ruffed, cashed the ace 
of clubs and conceded a club. East 
took this trick to shift to a dia- 
mond, but it was to no avail. De- 
clarer could afford the finesse, for 
even when it lost his contract was 
secure. He won the diamond con- 
tinuation, used a club niff to get to 
the board, then discarded his re- 
maining diamond on the king of 
spades. Since he was able to hold 
his minor-suit losers to one in each 
suit, the contract was in the bag 
and the king of spades had played 
a royal role ui the successful opera- 
tion. 





TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION 
TENDER NOTICE 
NO. TCC1/88 


SUPPLY OF HEAVY MATERIALS FOR 
LOCAL LINE PLANT PROJECTS 

The Telecommunications Corporation of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan (TCC ') announces Tender No TCC 1/88 for the 
Supply of Heavy Materials for Local Line Plant Projects such as 
cables, wooden poles. PVC. pipes, manhole covers and 
dropwire. as part of the implementation programme of the 
Five-Year Development Plan for the expansion of the Telephone 
Network in Jordan. 

The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom ot Jordan has 
applied for a loan from the World Bank, and intends to use the 
proceeds of this loan to finance part of the cost of the project for 
which this invitation to bid is issued. As the available World Bank 
financing is insufficient to cover ell the cos! of this procurement, 
bidders are invited to submit in addition to the bid price a 
financing offer, at their option, to finance the contract cost or part 
of it 

All interested manufacturers/suppliers, from the World Bank 
member countries Switzerland, and Taiwan - China, are invited 
to participate in this tender, in accordance with the terms, 
stipulations and technical specifications contained in the bid- 
ding documents. 

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office of the 
Secretary of Tender Committee, P.O. Box 1689, Telecom- 
munications Corporation. Amman • Jordan, as ot Thursday. 
February 1 1 . 1988 against a payment of a non-refundable fee of 
one hundred (100) Jordanian Dinars (JD). 

Bids, accompanied by bid security, are to be submitted in 
English to the office ot the Secretary of Tender Committee not 
later than 12 00 noon local time on Saturday, April 16, 1988. 

Director Genera! 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid Ismail 


U.S. general: Moscow, Peking 
won’t back N. Korea in war 


SEOUL (R) — The Soviet Union 
and China mil not back North 
Korea if it attacks South Korea, 
the U.S. military commander 
here said Wednesday. 

General Louis Menetrey told 
foreign journalists in Seoul he 
expected the North, an ally of 
both Communist giants, to in- 
crease terrorism against the 
South rather than mount a full- 
scale attack in the run-up to this 
year's Seoul Olympics. 

The Koreas fought a war from 
1950-3 and the United Nations at 
the time branded North Korea 
the aggressor. Pyongyang accuses 
Seoul of starting the conflict. 

Late last month. North Korea 
warned that the two Koreas could 
go to war again unless they re- 
solved pending problems includ- 
ing military tension. 

The general gave a flat “no” 
when asked if he thought either 
the Soviet Union or China would 
support Pyongyang if it renewed 
war in the divided Korean penin- 
sula. “No, because I think it's not 
in their interest.” 

Menetrey said there was no 
lessening of a military threat from 
the North, but I would be 
“foolhardy” for North Koreans 
to venture into military adven- 
turism. 

The combined South Korean 


and U.S. forces were sufficient to 
deter any aggression, though 
North Korea has a clear edge 
over its southern enemy military, 
he added. 

Queried whether the United 
States and China were cooperat- 
ing to check North Korean mili- 
tancy, Menetrey said: "Obviously 
we, the United States, have ever 
increasing involvement in... PRC 
(the People's Republic of China). 

“My own view is that China 
acts as a great restraint... on 
North Korea. I think they (Chi-' 
□a) have acted fairly responsibly 
in that regard.” 

He said North Korea was get- 
ting sophisticated military equip- 
ment from the Soviet Union. He 
did not elaborate. 

South Korean President Chun 
Doo Hwan said Friday a con- 
tinuing military buildup in the 
Communist North and expanding 
Soviet forces in Asia posed a 
great menace to peace and stabil- 
ity around the Korean peninsula. 

Menetrey is chief of the United 
Nations Command, set up under 
a U.N. resolution at the outset of 
the Korean war. He is also leader 
of the U.S. -South Korean Com- 
bined Forces Command, which 
has more than 600,000 troops 
under American operational con- 
trol. 


Reagan certifies production 
of Bigeye chemical bomb 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan has authorised the 
Defence Department to begin 
production of the new binary 
Bigeye chemical bomb, the Pen- 
tagon has announced. 

Defence officials said the Mar- 
quardt Corp. is expected to begin 
tow rate production of bomb 
bodies for the nerve gas weapon 
in Van Nuys, California, by April 
of this year. 

But full-scale assembly of the 
weapon with its chemical compo- 
nents is not expected to begin 
until early 1990 at the army’s Pine 
Bluff arsenal in Arkansas, Air 
Force Major Randy Morger, a 
Pentagon spokesman, told Reu- 
ters. 

Binary weapons such as the 
Bigeye contain two non-lethal 
chemicals, which are mixed after 
the weapons are fired or dropped 
to form deadly chemical agents. 

The president certified the 
bomb as being in the national 
interest under a requirement set 


by Congress in the fiscal 1987 
defence budget. That certifica- 
tion will release some $90 million 
in funds to build facilities to 
produce the bomb, Morger said. 

The army’s 155mm binary artil- 
lery shelll is currently in low-rate 
production at the Louisiana army 
ammunition plant near 
Shreveport. A binary warhead 
for the army's multiple launch 
rocket system is in engineering 

development. 

The Pentagon says the Bigeye 
is the only binary munition that 
could be used far behind enemy 
lines in response to a chemical 
attack against U.S. or allied 
troops. Several models of U.S. 
Air Force or Navy tactical aircraft 
could be used to deliver the 
Bigeye in retaliatory strikes, the 
Pentagon said. 

The United States, the Soviet 
Union and other countries have 
been discussing the possibility of 
a worldwide ban on chemical 
weapons, but have reached no 
agreement. 



TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION 
TENDER NOTICE 
NO. TCC 2/88 

SUPPLY OF LOCAL LINE PLANT 
SERVICES AND ACCESSORIES 

The Telecommunications Corporation of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan (TCC) announces Tender No. TCC 2/88 for the 
Supply ot Local Line Plant Services and Accessories as part of 
the Implementation programme of the Five-Year Development 
Plan for the expansion of the Telephone Network in Jordan. 
Specialised companies are hereby invited to submit their bids in 
accordance with the terms, stipulations & technical specifica- 
tions contained in the Bidding Documents. 

Bidders are requested to submit, in addition to bid price, a 
financing proposal to finance the cost of the subsequent 
contract to be awarded. 

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office of the 
Secretary of Tender Committee, Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion, P.O. Box 1689. Amman - Jordan, as of Thursday, February 
11, 1968, against a payment of a non-refundaWe fee of five 
hundred (500) Jordanian Dinars (JD). 

Bids, accompanied by bid security, are to be submitted in 
English lo the office ot the Secretary of Tender Committee not 
later than 12:00 noon, local time on Saturday, May 21, 1988. 

Director General 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid tomajl 


Thai troops, jets attack 
Laotians on border hills 


BANGKOK (R)r- Thailand has 
intensified attacks on Laotian 
forces dinging to contested bor- 
der bills. 

Army spokesman said Wednes- 
day that Thai troops, backed by 
airstrikes, have driven Laotian 
soldiers oat of aD but two hilltop 
bastions in a remote 80-square, 
kilometre area of nigged hills' 
-each side dauns . 

Thai jets flew 34 bombing and 
strafing runs against Laotian hill- 
top positions 400 kilometres 
north of Bangkok Monday and 
Tuesday, Air Force Chief Vora- 
nart Aphichari said. 

Laos state radio claimed Tues- 
day it shot down an F-5 fighter 
but Voranart said five Sam-7 mis- 
siles fired at his planes missed. 

Thai Army Commando' Cha- 
valit Yongcbaiyndh told reporters 
Tuesday that a third country was 
helping the tiny army of Laos fire 
sustained, accurate and heavy 
artillery barrages to prolong the 
conflict 

“Thousands of shells are being 
filed daily and we know for sore 
they were fired by people with 
combat experience, Chavalit 
said. 

Vietnam has 40,000 troops in 
Laos. 


The Thai military is secretive 
about combat losses and Chavalit 
said only that both sides sustained 
“a considerable number” of 
casualties in the past two days. 
Thai reports, said 30 Thais and 
more than 50 Laotians were kil- 
led in fighting between August 
arid January. 

Thailand had been playing 
down the seriousness of the dis- 
pute but its National Security 
Council was to discuss Wednes- 
day doting the entire 1.600- 
kilometre border, a council staff 
member said. 

Landlocked Laos depends on 
Thai traders for many goods and 
die sale of electricity to Thailand 
is its main source of foreign ex- 
change. Those relations have not 
been interrupted by the border 
incident. 

Western diplomats said only 
100. or 200 Laotians were in the 
disputed area on fortified hilltops 
bat they could only be evicted at 
high cost to Thai forces 
approaching from low ground. 

Thailand has almost 4,000 
kilometres of border to defend 
against Communist or Socialist 
countries and it tends to handle 
border incidents gingeriy to con- 
serve men and money. 


Historian ends futile search 
for Waldheim document 


BELGRADE (R)' — A West 
German historian probing Au- 
strian President Kurt Waldheim’s 
wartime past in Yugoslavia has 
given ap a search for a document 
said to implicate Waldheim in 
Nazi war crimes. 

But Yugoslav historian Dusan 
Plenca, who brought the alleged 
document to public attention, is 
sticking by his claim that it lies in 
Yugoslav archives. 

Manfred Messerschmidt, mem- 
ber of a commission investigating 
Waldheim’s World II service as a 
German army officer in the Bal- 
kans, left Yugoslavia -Tuesday af- 
ter failing to find the document in 
Belgrade or Zagreb. . 

The document was reproduced 
in the latest issue of the West 
German magazine Der Spiegel 
Monday. 

“The papers are available in 
Belgrade and Zagreb archives,” 
Plenca told Belgrade television 
Tuesday, criticising Messers- 
chmidt for spending too little 
time in the' archives. 

“No historian in the world can 



penetrate archives in one or two 
i, especially not those of the 
endent state of Croatia, 
are spread out in about 30 
places,” he said referring to the 
fascist puppet state set up in 
Croatia by occupying Nazi forces. 

The document published by 
Der Spiegel purports to be a 
telegram seat in July 1942 by a 
Croatian commander to a Ger- 
man commander, advising that a 
Lieutenant Kurt Waldheim 
sought the deportation of over 
4,000 Yugoslavs. 

Waldheim has denied any in- 
volvement in war crimes and said 
the telegram must be a forgery. 

Messerschmidt told a news con- 
ference in Zagreb that he and his 
Yugoslav research assistant 
Zoran Jovanovic had found no 
trace of the document in Zagreb 
or Belgrade archives. 

. Plenca told Reuters Monday 
that the document was in die 
Yugoslav archives in Belgrade, 
but Jovanovic said officials there 
had told him it was on traceable. 


Mulroney sacks 7th minister 


OTTAWA (R) — Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney has fired a senior 
cabinet minis ter in a sudden de- 
velopment involving an apparent 
violation of conflict-of-interest 
guidelines. 

Mulroney issued a brief state- 
ment late Tuesday saying he had 
asked for and received the res- 
ignation of Michel Cote, 45, 
minister of supply and services. 

It was the seventh cabinet res- 
ignation since Mulroney’s Prog- 
ressive Conservative Govern- 
ment won a landslide election 
victory in September 1984. 

The statement said the prime 
minister learned that Cote, from 
Quebec, might have breached the 
conflict of interest code requiring 
ministers to disclose personal 


financial holdings 

“Upon receiving confirmation 
of these facts, the prime minister 
asked for and received Mr. Cote’s 
resignation,” the prime minister's 
office said. 

The unexpected turn of events 
follows two weeks of persistent 
opposition attacks over whether 
another cabinet member, Energy 
Minister Marcel Masse, had 
broke rules governing election 
expenses. 

Mulroney’s government was 
plagued by scandals and cabinet 
resignations during its first two 
years in office and trailed the 
opposition parties in public opin- 
ion polls by a wide margin which 
has only recently narrowed. 


Haitians protest scheduled 
inauguration of president-elect 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Ab- 
out ten thousand Haitians mar- 
ched through the capital in pro- 
test at next Sundays scheduled 
inauguration of President-elect 
Leslie Manigat. 

The hymn -singing crowd, led by 
choirboys and priests, carried 
lighted candles and knelt raising 
their arms in prayer. 

“Long five Jesus down with 
dictatorship.” “we must save 
Haiti,” chanted old women as 
they were helped along by youn- 
ger people. 

Haiti's four leading opposition 
figures, who boycotted die Jan. 


17 elections, joined the demon- 
stration. 

Last month's elections were 
hastily called by the military-led 
interim government after a vote 
on Nov. 29 was cancelled when 
gunmen opened fire on the voters 
m polling stations and the streets, 
killing over 30 people. 

The opposition leaders refused 
to accept Manigat’s victory, 
charging that less than five per 
cent of the electorate took part in 
a vote marred by widespread- 
fraud. 

An opposition spokesman said 
other protests would be staged 
before Manigafs inauguration. 


Gunman arrested, school 
hostages freed in Alabama 


TUSCALOOSA, Alabama (R) 
— A gunman described by police 
as a mentally disturbed Vietnam 
war veteran held 26 children and 
a teacher hostage in a 12 -hour 
ordeal that ended when he was 
tricked into coming outside. 

The standoff at a primary 
school ended peacefully Tuesday 
night when police lured the man 
out with the promise of a news 
conference and then wrestled hi in 
to the ground. 

“Please don’t hurt me,” the 
suspect, identified as James Har- 
vey, shouted as five police offic- 
ers pounced on him. 

“They let me down. They 
didn't do what I asked them to 
do,” the 43-year-old Harvey said 
as be was put into a police car. 

The children and the teacher 
emerged unharmed from the 
where they had been held 


at gunpoint since the start of the 
school day. 

Wearing ski masks, Harvey 
and another armed man stormed 
the West End Christian School 
and seized two teachers and 60 
children. 

The other man surrendered 
several hours after the takeover, 
and children and a pregnant 
readier were released in stages 
throughout the day. 

There was jubilation from pa- 
rents who haa kept a vigil in the 
rain outside the school m Tusca- 
loosa, about 100 kilometres south 
west of the state capital, Birm- 
ingham. 

During die siege, Harvey, a 
slightly buflr man, summoned a 
reporter and told him he was 
tiring to publicise the problems 
of the homeless and Vietnam 
veterans. 
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Iraq to host Arab drama festival 

BAGHDAD (AP) — More than 580 theatre personalities and 
critics are taking part in an Arab drama festival opening here next 
week, officials said Tuesday. Mufascn Aj Aawi, head^oftte 
or ganising committee of the festival, said 20 Arab countries had 
aimounS they would send their top theatre companies to take 
part in the 10-day festival. The event is run by A- — . - 
Culture and Information. “The Iraqi audience will have an 
opportunity to enjoy a variety of shows performed by t hstmg- 
nSbed Arab stage artists while Iraqi dramatists win profit from 
the rich experience of their Arab colleagues,” A1 Azawi said. He 
would not comment on the budget for the festival but said the 
ministry would pay all expenses for. foe paiticfoants, including 
return air fare, hotel accommodation and food. There will be no 
competition in the festival, which opens on Feb. 10, and all 
troupes will have equal opportunities to perform plays of their 
choice, said AJ Azawi, himself a state director. The Egyptian 
participation will be the most distinguished. Among those slated 
to attend are Saad El Din Wahba, head of the Union of Movie 
Professions; Actresses Samiba Ayoub and Sanaa Gamfl; and 
Gala l A1 Sharqawi. theatre director and actor. All nine theatres m 
Ba ghda d were renovated for the festival. 

Women Marines to guard U.S. missions 

WASHINGTON (R) — In a step to reduce sexual discrimination 
in the aimed forces, the Defence Department has announced that 
women Marines would be allowed to help guard U.S. embassies 
and diplomatic missions overseas. Also, female air force person- 
nel wifi also be allowed to serve in civil engineering and other 
units which build forward airfields and facilities m wartime. 
Deputy Assistant Defence Secretary David Armour said. The 
steps will open 4,000 previously all-male jobs to women: 1,400 in 
the Marines and 2,o00 in the air force. Nearly 10,000 navy 
positions on supply ships and reconnaissance plans were recently 
opened to women for the first time. “Defence Secretary Frank 
Cariucci has approved the moves based on recommendations 
from a Defence Department study group,” Armour told a news 
conference. Armour headed a four-month Pentagon investigation 
into scathing reports of discrimination and sexual harassment 
against many of the 216,000 women in the 2.1 million-member 
U.S. Armed Forces. He said Marine Commandant General 
Alfred Gray had approved die change to allow women to help 
guard U.S. diplomatic missions. More than 1,400 men are 
assigned to the Marine Corps Security Guard Battalion which 
handles that job. 

Charles, Diana visit crocodile farm 

DARWIN, Australia (AP) — The Prince and Princess of Wales 
Wednesday visited a crocodile farm outside Darwin as the last 
official' stop on their 10-day Australian tour. They visited 
Australia to help the country mark die 200th anniversary of 
European settlement. Dozens of photographers jostled around 
the royal couple at the crocodile farm. Diana was invited to pat a 
baby crocodile held by a Northern Territoiy conservation 
commission ranger. The princess unhesitatingly obliged. The 
couple departed Australia en route to Bangkok, Thailand, where 
they will spend two days before returning to Britain. 

Princess Alexandra’s son to wed 

LONDON (AP) — James Ogilvy, 23-year-old son of Princess 
Alexandra, is to marry Julia Rawhnson, whom he met when they 
were art students five years ago, his family has announced. 
Ogilvy, 22nd in line to the British throne, works for an investment 
bank. His mother, one of- the most popular members of the royal 
family, is a cousin of Queen Elizabeth n and aster of the Duke of 
Kent and Prince Michael of Kent. IBs father, Angus Ogilvy, is a 
businessman. Rawlinson, also 23, is one of three daughters of a 
British businessman and his wife. The couple met at St. Andrews 
University in Scotland, where both were studying for a degree in 
history of art. A court circular issued from Princess Alexandra’s 
home said she and her husband were “delighted” to announce 
their son’s engagement 

Women on ropes raid House of Lords 

LONDON (AP) — Three women swooped from the gallery on 
ropes and plunged into the chamber of the House of Lords during 
a noisy demonstration over a vote to restrict promotion of 
homosexuality. The uproar broke out when the peers voted 202 to 
122 in favour of a government bill outlawing activities by local 
authorities promoting homosexuality. Three women slid down 
ropes into the ornate crimson and gold chamber while supporters 
in the gallery above cheered ana shouted homosexual rights 
slogans. While several hundred peers looked on, the women were 
wrestled to the floor by three ushers, led by die chief usher, or 
Black Rod, Air Chief Marshal Sir John GingeU. Later police sa id 


five women were being held. The unelected lords have the power 
to amend lulls passed By the House of Commons, but not to veto 
them, and the Commons ultimately can override amendments by 
the Lords. "It was the most extraordinary scene. It beat any thing 
that ever happened in the Commons,” said Dame Elain e 
Kellett-Bowman of the governing Conservative Party, who 
witnessed the scene. 

Man who killed 33 women is executed 

MOSCOW (AP) — A metalworker who killed 33 women over 15 
years in the Soviet republic of Byelorussia has been executed, the 
TASS news agency has said. The rare report by the Soviet News 
Agency about the serial killings did not say when or where G. 
Mikhasevich had been executed. Execution in the Soviet Union is 
by firing squad. It said the investigation into the series of kfllii 
trad taken the wrong track for years, and that illegal actions 
police had brought others to trial for Mikhasevich's crimes. “The 
sentence passed on G. Mikhasevich, who savagely killed women 
in the territoiy of Soviet Byelorussia, has been carried out. The 
hardened criminal killed 33 women over neatly 15 years,” TASS 
said. “Breeches of law were committed, as a result of which 22 
people who were not involved in these crimes found themselves in 
the dock. AJ of them were rehabilitated. Law enforcement 
officials, who are held responsible for lawlessness, were punished. 
Criminal charges are brought against some of them,” TASS said. 

Mrs. America becomes Mrs. World 

SURFERS PARADISE, Australia (AP) — The new Mrs. World 
is the 25-year-old Mrs. America, modelling instructor Pamela 
Nail. Mrs. Nail, from Mississippi, was chosen from 32 contestants 
in a two-hour pageant Wednesday at this Queensland resort. Sbe 
takes over from Mis. Woiid 1987, New Zealander Barbara 
R2ey. The runner-up was Swedish musician Susanna Beijner and 
30-year-old boutique owner Karin Snell ers of The Netherlands 
was third. Next was 23-yer-old Israeli Da Rnderman with Karen 
Daly of Australia in fifth place. The pageant included swimsuit 
modelling, but Mrs. Nail said she believed it was more than a 
beauty contest. “You’re judged in everything you do in every 
field of life, so 1 don’t feel that this is any different, “’she said. 
Press photographers chose Mrs. Austria, Christiane Toffol, as 
Mrs. Pbotogemc- 

If nature calls between floors, wait 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singaporeans who urinate in lifts are being 
raught with then- pants down by an ingenious gadget The device, 
“stalled on a trial basis in some buildings, automatically jams the 
hft and acbvates a video camera when it detects mine. Two men 
usmg a lift as a toflet fast month were arrested thanks to the 
detector. rm unhappy that such things happen and that we have 
to resort to this to catch people,” a local official said. 
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